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JhqwUtp, hwdwwwnhd dGwind hp npnbgpwé
ulygpnilpltphh, wpnibwyned £ wowygh) Iwjwunwbh
unghw-tnGinbuwlw, Gawyntpwh, ghinwlwl b
Yppwwb Yywbph qupqugiwbp L hwanypny
Gwubwygned wylb GwhuwdbrbnipyntGGEph, npnGp
ninnywé G0 wyn YEhuwywb npnpuinGephG: Uju
Gphunwuwpn hwlpwwbwnnipynilp nbrlu pwpqu-
Jwddwh nt hwonnnipyntGGGph nwntip ntGh weplined:
Uu ghppp dbip dnnnypnh Ytpnwé hhdlwnwn
wndtiplbphl Lu dh whgqwd wlnpwnwnbwine, npwip
Gnpnyp GepYujwgbbnt L yGpwhdwuwnwynpbint thnpé t:

Utlp dtip Gwiubhbtphg dwnwbqb) GOp thwnwynp
Gwynipwjhl hnepwpdwbGtip, hhwupwbs Swpunwnw-
whwnwlwb Ynpnnltip, pwgqiwqub nt ginwwntuhp
plwfuwph: UkGp ns pb wwpquuwbu wtiwnp &
hhwlwbp nt hywpunwlwbp wjn dwrwbgnipjwip,
wy| ghinwygtilp npw wpdtipl nt Wwhwwbtbp wakh
qlny: Mw dbp wgquiyhl hwpuwnnegntGh ne quiGaa k,
nn nhdwbwiny nwptinh wytiphs thnpnphyltipha,
hwub £ 0bqg, wluwuwl hhdp nwnbGwny dGp wagah,
Gpw nipneyG nhdwgéh ne wipdwlwwwwnynepjwl
wwhwwbdwb hwiwn, npp Gwb Gpw waynwnpnid
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Mwd 3hphlyw
JhywUth G fuwynp SGopkl

Dear Friend,

Adhering to its principles, VivaCell continues to support
the development of Armenia’s socio-economic, cultural,
scientific and educational life and gladly partakes in
initiatives focusing on these essential domains. This young
Replublic has a prosperous and thriving centuries ahead.
This book is an attempt to revisit, reintroduce and revitalize
the fundamental values which have shaped our nation.

We must learn from our ancestors who have known how
to build an ever-lasting nation and transcend that wealth

to our children.

We have inherited glorious cultural shrines, magnificent
architectural institutions, a diverse and beautiful wildlife.
We mustn’t simply admire and take pride in it, but learn
their value as well as preserve and safeguard. This is our
capital, our treasure that has transpired to us through the
most difficult chapters of our history during the course of
thousands of years. They are the pillars of our existence.
We should stand firmly by our faith, culture, and identity,
not to deny or betray them. They are the shields of our
journey to an eternal Armenia.

Our social contributions, especially in the promotion of
the Armenian culture attest to our profound determination
in supporting the creative process of our people. VivaCell
is dedicated to continue promoting all efforts to building

a strong nation based on esteemed cultural and profound
values. Armenians never forget their roots, that mighty
foundation on which every one of us builds his/her own
Armenian Impressions.

Ralph Yirikian
General Manager, VivaCell
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PlOwy wwnwhwywa sk, np Iwywunwbb wagwbned 6o
Owb «pwlbqunwl’ pwg GplyGph tnwyy»:

Ppwwbtiu, d&p Gpypnud Yunth £ hwinhwbp hwqupwdnn
YnpnnGtnh, npnGp hptilg bt Ynpnid GG unbindwagnnd hwy
Uwnph prhspl nt ythnipynilp, hhwglnid nt qupdwgbned
hptlhg hpwawytpwn funphpnwynpnipjwip: Uwlw)b
npwlg vkp wnwGdbwlnwd GG vEp dnnnypnh Ynndhg
wpwpyws wybwhuh waynpyatih ginifugnpéngltin,
npnGp dawynipwyhG dGéwagnt)G wpdtpltp (hGGnLg
pwgh” dtip dnnnypnh hwdwn nibbgt| G0 Gwl
wwwuniwywb, pwnwpwywh, Yppwlwl, ghnwywb ne
hwuwpwlwlwb oté Yuplnpnipjnil, b whglGwhwinbih
ntip 60 fuwnwgti| dp dnnnypnh quipqugdwl nwpwynn
swlwwwphhG: Hwbp dbp hwybigh wwpnedbtna Ga:

Uju gppntd GEpYuywgyned GG wynuwhuh nip Ynpnnltp,
npnGgnLy, dGp hwdngdwdp, wybhwyn t ybpp Gywé
hwwinlwbhzG6ph 066 dwup: Yddwn k Gnb) pGunpnepynGp:
GpYwn dinnpnuilbiphg nu neuntdGwuhpnipynlGGGphg
htiinn pGuinpytighG hGunbyw) YnpnnlGtipp™ NLnunwuwp,
2npwg pwnbin, 3nwnpnh Julp, lunupnyh whwwnbbp,
UwlwhhOh Juip, Udpwinwptpn, luGénptuy L Swplh
Jwlp, hwpyh wrbGny npwbg hGughwnwlyw,
Swpunwpwutnwywb, ywndwywb ne dowynipwih
Gwbwynepynilp, GEpnuwGuwynipynilp 2powilw
plnipjwl htiwn, ytpnhh2jw GGph dwuhlb wwwndynn
wrwuwbti G6pp, qupdwbwhpw wwwndnipjnlGGtpn,
npnGp dnnnpnuywl pwlwhjniunipjwb hhwbwih
Gunib6p &G:

It is not by coincidence that Armenia is also known to be a
museum under the open sky.

Indeed, one can encounter thousands of monuments in our
country, incorporating the essence of the creative Armenian
mind, which mesmerizes with its divine magnificence.
However, there are some exceptional masterpieces created
by the people of this land which cannot be reproduced.
Besides harboring mystical and cultural values, over
centuries they have each played a vital historic, political,
educational, scientific or social role in the advancement

of our people. These are our Armenian Impressions.

With this book, we present eight such shrines, which we
believe contain many of the attributes mentioned above.
The selection process was a difficult one. After much
consideration and research, the following sites were cho-
sen: Ughtasar, Zorats Karer, Geghard Monastery, Khosrov
Forests, Sanahin Monastery, Smbataberd, Khndzoresk,
and Tatev Monastery.

These genius achievements are acknowledged based
on their archeological, architectural, historic and cultural
significance, as well as their harmonious integration with
surrounding nature. They all offer much appreciated
popular folk tales and legends.
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Mighty Ughtasar

wnpbph Gpyhp 3wjwuwnwl... Utp pwptipnid £
qunwnbwagnywé hwjng qtlLwnhy dwnwbgnt-
pjwl wwwndnipjnilp:

Jwnpwhwntiiny ndywnpwbgwth
Swlwwwphp L hwubtny UjntGhph pwpdpwdwbnwyh
YGGupnOwywb hwindwdéned! gunbynn Nnunwuwn®
wbihpwwbu hwynGynid Gu Gwfuwwwndwlywb
dwiwbwybtipnid™ hwnnpnwygytipnt GwjubGwnwnjwb
dwpnnt wfuwphh, Gpw 600nwpwlwywb L wpwuwtijw-
pwlwywl wwwinytipwgniiltphb:

dnnnynipnp JuypO wadwb) £ Atnunuwuwp® UL L Uy
L6tinh dhol pGYwé |Gnbwjhlb nbnwlpp uwwwwnwynp
ntnunh Gdwbtgbtnt wwwndwnny: Mwwndned GG Gub, np
dwiwbwyhb |Gnwhb (wbohl nifutnwynnbtipp gnhwpbpt
tG hpGlg npup, www wjl wwinybintp pwntiph ypw, huy
Owfupwb gnhwpbpnipjwb wpwpnnnipjnibp Gpywp L
ndywnhb dwlwwwph waglb|, dhGslk gnh dwwnnegbipp’
Qwndbny dwpnyb| Ntnunwuwnh |g6pned?: bpulwbned
Ninunwuwnp ng Uhw)jb gnhwwintinh £, w0 Gwb GufuGw-
nwnpjwb dwiwbwybtph dwpnywbg wunghwwnhd,
wwwytpwynnp L gnwnybunwywb dvnwénnnipjwb
wngwuhpl £, Gpwbg wpfuwphpGywdwh, hngbipwnt-
pjwl, hwjwwnw hpGtph bW hdwynipynGGEph uppwwntinh

ARMENIA: THE COUNTRY OF STONES! Forever
preserved on these stones is the genetic heritage
of Armenia’s people.

Overcoming mountains and a complete lack of
roads, one reaches the heart of Syunik’s plateau?,
feeling transported in time to prehistoric man’s
world and understanding them through their draw-
ings, as if reading an ancient epic poem. This site
is called Ughtasar.

This mountainous region between the Black (Sev)
and Scarlet (Al) lakes has a clear resemblance to
camel humps, which is why they bestowed it with the
name “Ughtasar” (ught is the Armenian word for
camel and sar means mountain). It is not by chance
that prehistoric people chose this particular site.
Legend says that hunters sacrificed their prey, and
later drew this scene on stones. Prior to these rituals,
the hunters traveled the long and difficult road
leading to these fields, and therefore, had to wash
themselves in Ughtasar’s lakes?. In reality, Ughtasar
is not only a place for sacrifice, but also where pre-
historic man developed associative pictorial and
artistic thinking. It is the collective portrayal of their

ARMENTAN IMPRESSTONS | D
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...Ntdaru uRoRuUbh Nt
WU2NLULNP JUIRLRYU
WOon MUNONHI £ LNYJNHn—
LU NF PRPRTNHT,
WnMbhund bp dpw
unL|nd ZUNJuon PPPL
PLLRULL CRLBLNGE]...

6 Lughgf Thypnalkkp

«pwntinupw0» £ pwg GpyGph tnwly:
Ujuop dwjnwwwinytinbtph
gnjnipjntlp hwunwwmwonywd k
wfuwnhh wybih pw 120 tpyp-
GEpnud: Swywunwbnd Ywhb
wfuwphwagpwywb 5 nwnpwépltin,
npwntin hwadynid £ pGnhwlnep pyny
puwl hwqwp dwjpwwwwnytip, nphg
wybh pwh ybg hwquwpp qunbGyncd k
Ujncbywg Nenunwiuwinnids:
dwjnwwwwnybpbtpp pywagpynid
G0 O.p.w VIl hwqwpwdjwyny L
wytih hpl dwdwbwybtpny: UhGs
onu wrtnéywéwjhb £ wyb hwaquw-
dwlpn, np Gpp Gnp dwdwlwybGbpned
thnpd £ wnyned G0wlwyb| dwjnw-
wwwnytiptiph géwGywnatipp,
www Ynybophlwyynn pwntinp
pnppnulnid GG, h mwppbpnepynch
d.p.w VII-I hwqwpwdjwyh qunbine-
pjnLh nLGtignn dwjnwanptph:
Ujntbjwg gbiinGwnwnpwé
dwjnwwwwinybpbbpp npndgwé Ga
unLq, wplwhwp dwytiptu nlGtgnn
wlnbighinbpwqunt* jwywhh
dwytptubGbphb: ©Onpwaopiwl
inbfuGhywlywh uygpnilpltipp
hwquwpwdnp nwphGtip h gbp
wlthnthniu GG “WOwgt): LwhuGwnwph
plnanyntlt qunwithwpwpwbnepynlGa
wpunwhwjnbnt hwdwp dwdwbwyh
wpybuwnwqbinbbnh plunpt GG
ufutdwinhyy, wwydwbwywb dutpp,
wpybuwnp plnhwipwgywe,
dtpwgwnyywé, funphpnwwwe-
wnwlwh [Ggnil: Lpwlp wbwnp t
uhdynibtiph” wwwnbtipwantinh L
Gowlwanptiph dhongny utipniln-
GGpp0 wwwindbhG ppbbg YGhuwagnnd-
nLGGnipjwl pninp Ynndtinh dwuh:
Ewyhywlywb ywndnnwywlnipjwl
(wywqgnt)G wnpunwhwjnswdlbnp
Ywpnn thG nswynpywd,
wpunpwhwnpywé wwwnybpbtbpp
LhGG(, npnlGgned Guiinnipwhu-
inwlwb dLtiph dhinndGwynn
fubniwip unbndynid tha
tpuwntiupy L nhGwahy Yepwwnbtn:
dwjnwwwwnybpbbpp shwubwywb
ndh dte wwuwndnid G0 Gwiubwnuw-
nNwl plwwwzwnpbwfunygh

perception of the world and the
open-air sacred repository of their
psychology, beliefs and divinations.
Rock art have been discovered
in more than 120 countries around
the world. There are 5 areas in
Armenia with a total of 20,000 pet-
roglyphs of which more than 6,000
are found in Syunik’s Ughtasar?.
These depictions date as far back
as 7,000 B.C. In contrast to this
rock art, which has survived thou-
sands of years, when attempts are
made today to duplicate these carv-
ings, the stones simply deteriorate.
The petroglyphs of Syunik are
inscribed on volcanic basalt*
boulders, darkened by the sun.
The technique used for these
depictions has remained constant
over the centuries. To represent
the overall prehistoric ideology, the
artists of the time chose graphic
forms of representation, using the
abstract and symbolic language of
art. Utilizing the universal symbolic
language of drawings, they taught
future generations all the different
aspects of their daily lives and
rituals. The narratives are depicted
as stylized, abstract, and dynamic
figures far from naturalistic repre-
sentation. The general style of
these petroglyphs demonstrates
prehistoric man’s observations
and imaginative notions of their
universe. These graphic drawings
illustrate the developing thought
process of prehistoric man, creat-
ing a new kind of language to
communicate his history, record
ideas related to the universe,
and portray interpretations
of emotions. The same art forms
were used in medieval art and
more recently in Avant-garde circles.
Traditionally, rock images have
been considered as immortalizing
prophesized ritualistic scenes of
the hunter’s success. However,
some researchers believe that
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Fwhywlywl wwwndnnuywb wpunwhwjnswadlbn | Petroglyphs recounting epic stories

nhunwnynidbtph L Gplwywynipjwb
funphpnwynnp wfuwphh dwuhG:
Qowbywpwihb dwjnwwwnytinGtpp
Gwiubw-nwpjwb dwpnne Gywnbpnt
wbywnpnnnipjwl wpquuhpp $&60, wy
Opw dwnwénnnipjwl wnwonlbpwgh
hwywuwnhpp, pwbh np ubithwywb
wfuwphwywgpp Gintpwlywlwg-
GG nt hwdowp Ow uinbnénid k
wnyGuwnh Gnp |Ggnlh® yGpwguwn-
ynidp, wpunwhwjnbine hwdwn hnp
qawjwlwb GGpwfuwphp L
hwiwwnhbqbpwlwb ywwnytpwgnid-
GGpp 8hownn wylwhuh wpunwhw)jwn-
swaltipnd, hGswhuphp npnbgnynid
G0 dhplhwnuwpwb wpybuwnh, wwyw
wywbgwpnhutnwywb nunnnipynt-
GEpp dLwuwntbinénidbbpney:
Ujwlnwpwp dwjpwwwinytip-
GGpp hwiwnyt) GG npuph dwdwbwy
hwonnnipjnLGGGph hwubbnLG
ninnywé Shuwdnquiwb
inbuwpwObbp” wipwopywé

prehistoric reasoning may not have
been evolved enough to express
such elaborate ideas. Neverthe-
less, isn’t it true that man was
most in tune with nature during

the prehistoric era? Therefore, it
may very well be that the source

of inspiration of petroglyphs seems
to be the desire to discover the
world and transcend such experi-
ences by immortalizing them on
these stones. Other sources of
inspiration are ritualistic prophesiz-
ing though which they invited the
generosity of nature by means of
supernatural activities.

It’s fascinating that the vast
majority of Ughtasar’s petroglyphs
are images of goats. At the mention
of rock art in general, the words
“aytsagrer” and “itsagrer” (goat
script) are common. What reason-
ing is attributed to the domination

DURING A LIGHTNING
STORM, ONE GOAT
WOULD EXTEND ITS
HORNS, AND TAKE ON
THE ROLE OF A NATU-
RAL LIGHTNING ROD.

| ARMENTAN IMPRESSIONS | 7
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pwnwpbynpGtph ypw: GhinGuywbatph dh funcdp
hwlyJwé £ hwdwnbint, np Gufubwnwpjw
dunwénnnipjnilp pwywwbhl ywnpgniGwy Ep Gowa
funpp quinwithwpGbip wnpunwhwjntine hwdwn, uwyw)G
dupnp tpptip wylpwh Ywwywé sh tinty pnipjwbp L
Gpylphh, cwdwbwyh wwppbpwswihp wdpwagpbine L
Ywhpp YubnGwywnpgbnt whhpwdtunnipjwln, nppw
Owpubwnuwpwb dwiwbwybGpnid: IGnLwpwn,
dwjnwuwwwnybnltinh GGpGs0wh wnpnipp Gufubw-
nwpjwib dwlwsnnnipjwh thwithwaqb tp, Yninnwlws
ytGuwthnpdp hwybpdwglbint dhuinwdp, pGwfunggh
wwwnybpwynp Gplwywynipynilp, hpwywb nhinnedGbph
dpw hhaGywé plGwwwwnnepyniln, Gub Shuwyw
hdwynipjnilp, hwdwdwjb nph, plnipjwl pwpthwant-
pjwl0 wpdwlwbwint hwdwp hwpywynp kp
gbippGwywh nidtph dhongny wqnb| Gpw Yypw:

Gnp funup k£ qGnid, np Nunuwuwnh wwwnybpbbpned
hwyyned GG oh pwlh hwqwp Yepwwpbbp, wwyw
wnwohb hwywgphg pyntd £, pb nw wwpquwtu
dunwgwdéhb fuwpluwbp t: Uwpnhy qéwbywpbGpnid
inbulned GG wyh, hGs gublwbnid GG nbult): Uwyuw)h
wwwnybpwinnhybGtph hhdOwlwb nwuwywpgiwdp
hwulwdncd GGp, np qnpé nLlGGp widkGLNG Ef ns
wwwnwhwlwb hwipGyanuiGbpp ne ywunybpwaopwywb
Unuinhyltiph htwn:

3Gwnwppppwlwba wyb E, np Ntnunwuwnh
dwjnwwwinytpbtph qtiph2funn dEdwdwubnepynclp
Ywqguntd 60 wyétph wwwnytnpbbpp, huy dwjpwwwn-
ytinGtpp hwdwp 2wwn nwpwdywé k «wjdwaqntiny

Ughtasar

of animal inscriptions? How does the name relate to
them? The slender shaped Bezoarian goat, typically
found in Armenia’s mountainous areas, has been a
topic of prehistoric studies by naturalist researchers.
What’s more, the animal has the ability to produce
bezoars (healing stone) in its stomach.> Prehistoric
man noticed some of the extraordinary behavior
among goats in the herd. During a lightning storm,
when the herd is in disarray, one goat will climb the
highest rock, extend its horns, and immobilize itself,
thus taking on the role of a natural lightning rod.
Goats are particularly frequent in Ughtasar’s depic-
tions of hunting scenes and are the collective symbol
of small horned animals. The goat is also the animal
emblem of God’s spirit and symbolizes the concept
of God.® Therefore, goat carvings are interpreted as
divine hieroglyphs as well.

Studying Armenian and international mythology,
today researchers attempt to turn back time and in-
terpret these petroglyphs, to better understand the
world perceptions of the ancient man.

If the rock carvings are studied more closely,
scientists may well be able to demonstrate that the
goat inscriptions are not simply images of mystical
hunting scenes, but hold much greater meaning and
symbolism. In that case, perhaps we will know a
great deal more about our predecessors’ perception
of the world and its creation. <,

UjnLbjwg qhinbwunwpwé dwjpwwwinyGpbtpp npn2ddwé G0 dnig, wplwhwp dwytptu ntbGbgnn wintghwnb-pwqunt
Lwywyhb dwytiptubbphb (Awfuhg), Ywyswyp ywwnybpned G0 dwpnhy, ntd dwwnbbipp 066 wpunwhwjnswwlnipjwdp
nawynpywo, pnlngoéyws Gh jwjlwuthjnin dwnwaquwjpltinny (wohg):

The petroglyphs of Syunik are inscribed onto volcanic basalt boulders darkened by the sun. (left); Prehistoric Nature worship
observations (right).

| ARMENIAN InprESSIONS | 9
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LwhuGwnwpnjwb dwpnl Ntpunwuwph
dwynwwuwinybpGbpnud GEpYwjwgbnud £ hp hwdwp
wiklwywplnp GplnypGBnl ne hpbnp.

1 tnyup 02inGeG0wlwb wnpjnip ntuwinniGtiph®
wnbh, (neubh, wunntpp b wunnughunwywl
Un npwybtpp L hwdwuwnbnnipyncGGtinh, Gubl
Yuydwyh 2wlpwpdwly wwwnytpwiudptipp, hptiig
YtOnwlwywa Ygnpnbtpny L upiyn GEpny?:

2 Opwgnugltiph, pwnutiqGtiph, YnniGwgnigGGph
L dwdwgnigltiph® wwuwnybpotn, pwbh np
dwynwwwwnytipltph, hGswtu Gub 2npwg
pwnbtph hwdwihph 2Gnphhy GufubGwnwpnid
wnwebwhbppnipjntb Ep wunnuwihb Gpybph
(ntuwiinnLbGph pwndnudGephb L dwdwlwyh
wwppbpwswihpl hbwnbb O ne inGnwbpnud
YnnaGnpnadtip:

3 UGOnwlwywh wfuwnhhG?, npuha,
wlwulwwwhnipjwan, YGGnwbhGEph
plunGiwgiwln, Gpypwanpénipjwbh ni
wuinnwptpnipjwlp, wphGunGGphl ne welunph,
qulwquwb ghinnipjnLGGEphG GYphpdwé pbiwbep,
npnbp dwwnbOwbnd G0 GwfubGwnwnywb dwpnnc
Jwgntpwdlp nLpe thnthnfuncpnitGGtph
hpnnnipjnLGps:

4 Yuwlph dwaqiwd, wpfuwnhwunbnéiwi?,
Owiuwuyqptwywb pwnuhg [nyup whpwwndw,
hwlywnpnipjnLGGGph hwybpd wwjpwph,
wiwnpnwwiwnwhy nyneguqnibbtiph, hGpnuGtph,
GpLlwyuwywlwb dwpnywbg ni 4Ganwahbtph
Uwuh0 wpwuwGlwpwbnipyntlp b Gwfubwnwpjwb
nhgwpwbntpjnlnp:

5 3wjywywhb wypnipblh tnwnbphG 2wwm dnnn
Gowlwaptp, npnGp pnyy) G0 wwhu GGpwnnby,
np hwjywywa, L ng Shuwyb hwyyuwlw, hhtpn-
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aLhdltinph, qunwthwpwantiph, Gawlwantiph L
wypptOwywb gptiph hwdwp Gwfuwnhwtp Yupnn
thG hwOnhuwGw) Iwjywywb pwpdpuwywbnwyh
dwjnwwwwinybpbtpp™: Uu dninbignudl, hhwpy,
wjuon yhdwnydned £, uwlw)b GowbnepyntGGEnG
wybhwjwn GG, nGuwbGih:

dwjnwwwinybpbbpnud Yub Gubl
6 PYtiph L Gpwdnwlwh (fuwgtip) GowbGEn',

7 Shuwywb wwntiph, Epninpy L uppwqul
wnrGynLpjwl nbGuwpwhGGp,’s:

& hwuwpwlwywb hwpwptpnip)niGGtn,
dwjpnepyntl L pGunwGhp4:

dwjnwwwwnybpbtph Ytpwwpbtpp tpuwptuhy wpddwb
utip | Petroglyph images in expressive movements
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Classifications

Upon hearing of thousands of petroglyphs at
Ughtasar, one might suspect the figure to be an
exaggeration. However, once categorized and
carefully studied, it becomes clear that the large
number of drawings are not mere coincidences
but symbols that represent the most significant
phenomena and ideas of the prehistoric man.

1 The worship of eternal sources of light: the sun,
the moon, the stars, planets and constellations
as well as images depicting gods of lightening—
all of which also possess their animal symbols?
such as birds, horses, and so on.

2 Calendars, maps, orientation and sun dials:®
with the assistance of such calendars and
maps at Ughtasar, and with the observations
from Zorats Karer (Mighty Stones) dating to
the same period, one of the priorities of the
prehistoric era was the forecast of events and
their orientation in time and space.

3 Themes related to animals and wildlife:® hunting,
animal domestication and husbandry, crafts
and trade and various forms of sciences that
demonstrate the realities of prehistoric life.1°

4 Mythology of the beginning of life* and the
big bang: the separation of light from chaos,
eternal conflict of opposite forces, heroes and
legendary superheroes.'?

Lwjb pwgywé dwwnGbp, npnGp funphpnwbpnid GG | nuyup

Extended fingers symbolize lightening.

5 Pictograms and Ideograms: several symbols
closely resemble characters of the Armenian
alphabet. Given the obvious likeness, Armenian
rock art might have been the primary source'®
and served as the archetypes for the creation
of not only Armenian hieroglyphs, ideograms
and letters but other ancient scripts as well.

Also included in these Petroglyphs are:
6 Numbers and musical symbols,**

7 Scenes of erotic-holy ritual dances,*®

8 Social strata and relationships: motherhood
and family.16
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Mupymunup

Ywd «héwantip» whwbnidp: bGsn°e L phGsh® htGwn k
Yuwywé YahnwbhGtph pwlwynipjwb Gowh
qbipwywynipyntlp L wlijwbdwb pwgwwnpnipyncln:
Ptgnwpjwl wyép tonwwbtiu GwiuGwnwpwb pGwfunygh
nhunnwdlbph tnbuwnwwnnid gunGynn, hwyluywh
(GrGwfuwphnid nmwpwéywé ujwghy, qbinkighy
ytanwaha tp: Wa ntGh Gwbl hp utnwdnpuncd pncdwwib
ptgnuwnbbp unbinétint nLGwynipjntG’s: Lwfuwdwpnp
hwugpty tp GYwwnb| hninh dGp Gnwé wydtiph Junph
npubinpiwl qupdwbwih wjt wnwbdbwhwunynipyniln,
np ntdghl uwjdwyh nt wGépllbph dwdwbwy, tpp
hnwnh Ut funidwy £ wnwewbniy, wyép pwpdpwbnid £
dwynh wokOwpwnén quaquwpp, wwpgntd tneynipGena nu
puwpwlnid, wynwhuny hp Ypw Yptiiny hwpdwép® hppl
pOwlywh pwbpwnagb: Uékpp hwnyuwwbu tnwpwéywd
GO npup nGuwpwGGGpnd LW hwbnhuwbned G0 dwGp
GnoGpwynp wlwuntGGbph hwywpwywb uhddn Gbpp:
W6p dwnwwwwnybpbbpnid hwinbu £ quihu Gl
npwbu Uunén-wundwséwihb Ngni YaEGnwbwywh
funphpnwGywb L Uungwé qunwithwph wpinwhwjinhse:

4 . Lughgfr Thypmallkyo»

Sbinbwpwn wyéwantipp dEYawpwbynid GG Gwb npwtu
wunywdéwihb gnpug wwwinybpwantn:

Ujuon, hdwbwny hwy L hwdwfuwphwyhb
wnwuwbjwpwlnipjnilp, thnpd £ wpynid npwlg
dhengny qui uygphl, wyuhlipl™ pGpbingti L
uGYowpwbt] dwjpwwwwnytipGGpp, hwulwbuw
OwhuGwnuwpywb dwpnywbg w2fuwphplGywnidp:
Uhagnigb wynwbu Shown sE°: Pwyg st np pnpnp
dwiwlwybbpnid dwpn wpwpwép wpfuwnhh, Yywbph
SwanLibwpwnipjwl, plnepjwl L inptigtinph
GpLnyplbnp gquywlwb dwlwpnwynd pGywibi k
gnbpti Ghwwnbuwly...

Gpt dwjnwwwwnybnpltnb wytih dwbpwynyhwn
ntuntibwupnybib, wwyw ghinwlwb dninbignudbbpp
Ywpnn G0 Gwb gnyyg tnwy, np wydwapbpp gnin
npunpnwywb dngnipjwl wwwnybpGtp s66: 64 wyn
dwiwbwy gnrgtili pwwn wybh dwbpwdwubtp
Yhdwlwbp Gwhubjwg wfuwnphpGlwdwb L 6GaGnng
wwwndincpjwl dwuhb: €<

PHOTO BY ZAVEN SARGSYAN
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Qbpmmaughly e

3nLpwpwbginip tnwph Lwywuwnpnh opp, npl puwn
hh0 hwjywywb wywbnnepjwb Gayned Ep ognuwnnuh
11-hG L npp Gnbi £ hhG hwyGph YuplnpwagnyyG
innbbphg vty hplG Lnp twphG, Gayned £ ndjug
unnGwlwuwnwpnepynilp: hGsnl”™ £ Goynd wju opp:
Lwligh opp tipluin t, pwahGtpp” phs, b dwpnywag’
innOwywwinwnpnipjwlp GEpYw (pGGne hwywGw-
YwlnipjnLOp® pwywlwGpb vGé:

SnGwlwwnwpnipjwl Gywwnwyb wyb t, np dwiw-
Owywyhg wpdbuwnwqbinb hp nipnyl dninbgdwdp
thnpdntd £ gniyg tnwy tnwpptip GpypGGph wnwu-
wti GGpp, npnGp nLGGG 0GY Gruybunwhb hhip®
PwpbnOh wpwnwnpwyp:

« Qughgf Thypmuilkbp»

Ancient Rituals

Traditionally, based on the old Armenian calendar,
the most important and favorite holiday of the
Armenians, the Old New Year, was celebrated on
August 11, One Artist, Ashot Avagyan, has revived
this ritual by organizing performances inspired by
this ancient celebration. And why celebrate this
particular hilday? Because the day is long, the
winds are wound down which is a perfect setting
to get a large crowd to attend.

The purpose of this performance is to create a
platform for the artist to reinact his perspective

of legends from different opultions and civilization,
which in his opinion have a common link, the
tower of Babel.

© JACOB MAJARIAN



Ughtasar

LbpYyuwjwgiwhb
wpyGuwinh GincGEph
hGnhGwya k

Uznun Ujwaqulbp

Art work samples
from the ritualistic
performances.
Courtesy

Ashot Avagyan
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Onnpus Lurunp
Lwarunuuunues

Zorats Karer, the Mighty Necropolis

pluwbhg 200 Yi hGrwynpnipjwdp, Uhuhw(

pwnwphg 3 Yd hyntuhu-wnbbp, Npnunwb gblitnh

Twn Junwyh dwfu wihhb nbnwywjjws

uwnpwhwnppnd'” £ qunGynid ah jnipophbwy ne
funphpnwynp hGwywyn: Iwnywwtu ytpph
dwiwbwybtpu wyb nGwh hpth £ dgnid pwgiwhwaqun
wygbntttph® Gpwbg qpwytiny Gwfu pGnepywb L
dwpnnt” wbdbnwybpwnh ne dGnwlybpwnh Gepnw0w-
Ynipjwip, www b wbhwq gubynipjudp’ hwulywbwnt,
pb hpwlwlnid hbg GG hptbghg GEpYwywglnd wnwehl
hwjwgphg nshGs swunn dGquihpltpp (hniGwntGh
peyao-utd, ALtoo-pun pwnrbphg):

R0wywypp Gwiubwnwpyw Ypnd bhu t'8, npp
hGwqbwnbtph Ynnuhg dEYGwpwGynd £ hppl nwidpwpw-
Gwnuww: Gnipe 223 pwquiint BEGupwnbpp npnawyh
unpwdwpwlnipjwdp b hwnney 2powbh inGupny
ninnwhwjwg nwuwynpywé Ga 7-8 hw gpwntiglnn
mwnwépntl: Lwptipp ptipdt) G0 dninnwlw Ywnp qbiinp
anph pwphwlphg, pwpdpwgyti ni julqlbtgyt|
hjntujwé wwnpwbGbph b, hwjwbwpwp, |GYwb Y&O-
nwbhGbph dhongny: UGowy Ywd phplwyh dowyywé
pwpbiph pwpépnipntlp twwnwGyned £ 1.5-2.8 dkiwnph,
huy Y2hnp™ 1.5-8.5 nnGlhwjh uwhdwGGGpnLd: Npnp

At a distance of 200 kilometers from Yerevan and
3 kilometers northeast of the town of Sisian, on a
plateaul? above the left bank of the Dar, a tributary
of the Vorotan river, there is a spiritual archeological
site. Recently, this site has drawn the attention of
many, attracted by its prehistoric mystery, wishing
to observe and understand the megaliths known as
Zorats Karer (in Greek, peyao-mighty, Aitoo-stones).
This magnificent ground amidst the Sisian Moun-
tains is a prehistoric cromlech,*® which has been
interpreted by some archeologists to be a exceptional
graveyard. About 223 free-standing basalt stones
are placed in a circular patter spread on an 8 hectare
field. The stones were brought from a quarry in the
cliffs of the river Dar, they were hoisted and erected
using braided ropes and perhaps some animals. The
height of these crude or slightly worked stones is
between 1.5 and 2.8 meters, while the weight varies
from 1.5 to 8.5 tons. Some stones have holes 4 — 5
cm in diameter, located about 10 — 20 cm from the
top of the stone. One theory is that the apertures are
there for tying ropes during transport and installation.
Careful observation shows however that the holes

ARMENIAN Inmpressions| 21



pwntip quagwphg 10-20ud GGppl nLGGG 4-5 ud
wnpwdiwgswihny wagptin: Cun npny ghnbwywbaGpp’
wjn wagpbint wpdwé G0 pwnbpht wwpwbbbp Yuwbpne
L npwlp nbnwihnfutGiint hwdwn: Uwlw)b niawnhp
nhwnbiny Junbith £ GYuwnt, np wlgpbinl nunnwyh
$60 thnpdby, wyp wpdwé G0 hwwnney fubwdpnd,
dwpnnipjwdp nt dgnpnnepjwidp: Nrpwgnwyb wyb t,
np hwdwhph 223 pwnbphg 84-h waynLGbtpp
jntpophGwynptb ninnywé GG inphtgbipph twpptbp
yGuintGnha L Gpyawjhb (nLuwnnGBph npnwiyh
nhpptiphb: UWu ywpwaquyntd h hwywin t quihu wyb
Unwntignidp, np hGwpwdnp £ hGudw)jph pwnbipp ng
pb wwpquuwbu pnwpdwy nwipwpwlwnwwnh
Gwhwnpdwhbp G0, wy| dhgnigt GpyGwnhunwywb
Jjnipophwlwy uwppwynnpniibtip:

dnnnypnh 2nppwlnid Gplwp dwdwbwy hwiwnyb
E, np pwpbiph 2wppb hptbhg GEpYwywglnid £ hhG
qbiptiqiwb, tnwdwnph Jud £ ywpuwwwwinh wybpwy:

SGwywjpnid Yw 17 pwp® Uplp, b 14 pwp® LneupGp
nhunbnt hwdwp: IGnwppppwywa t, np hwdwhpned
YwG Gwl Yynunnnawiynp pwntip, npnGp Ywpbih b Gdwbbglb
funjtiph Ywd whbqntfu YGnwbhGtph, L wpbp wgned £
htiGg wjn Ynwinnpltiph dGpwnbnnid: bw Ghpwnpnipjntl,

22

uyghigf Whypnalkkp

were not made with a strong blow, but rather were
craft with extreme care and precision. It should also
be noted that of the 223 stones, the orientation of 84
had their peak edges directed towards different
points in space, and facing certain positions of celes-
tial bodies. In light of this, there is a school of thought
that the stones could have served as a means for
astronomical observation, rather than as tombstones.

It has been a popular belief for some time that the
array of stones is the remains of an old graveyard,
temple or a fence. So what actually is the original
purpose of this field of stones?

Seventeen stones at the site are designed to ob-
serve the sun, and 14 stones, to observe the moon.
It should be noted that there are also horn-like protru-
sions on some stones, resembling rams or headless
animals, as the sun rises just between those horns.
It is assumed that stone number 63 was a sundial,
while stone numbers 60, 62 and 63 could measure
the geographic latitude of the site with 30 seconds
precision, observe the Sun and the Moon with a pre-
cision of 2 seconds, and the stars and planets with a
precision of 3.4 seconds.’® A number of experts note

© JACOB MAJARIAN



np phy 63 pwpp hwlnhuwgt) £ wplwjhb dwiwgnyg,
huy phy 60, 62, 63 pwnbiph hwdwihph dhengny Ywnpnn
£hG 30” Gouinnipjwdp swithb) inbnwlph wfuwphw-
gpwywb (wjbnepynclp, nhntip UpLh ne LniupGp® dhbsl 2
Juwyplwl, huy wunnbpb nc dnpnpuiybtpp” 3.4 Juypyywb
Gownnipjwdp®™: UGgptipny pwnbip Ywb ng dhwjb 2npwg
puwntiph nwawnid, wy| hppb GuubGwnwpyub dwhwp-
Awh0bp YwOqlbbgywé GO Gwl Iwywunwbh twpptip
Jwyptpnid qunnlynn nwipwpwbGGph ypw: hhwnyt
0dwb thwuwnp sh hGppniy, np pwptiph wOgptiphg Guytg
GG GpYybphl: Lwfubwnwnwb hwiwytph Ywnwufuwlw-
nntGbpp dwhwpdwbh wagphg Ywpnn EhG hGunbb
hwbgnigjwih wunnhG hdwOwpnt hwdwp, pt pwbh
wwnptipwzpowl htinn wwwndnegynilp Gnphg Yunyayh,
Gufulne ywwndnegntl, npG wyGpwb Ywplnp tp nno
hwiwjlph pwptytgnipjwb hwidwp:

IGwywyph pywagniwl ninnnipjwdp ghinwywb
LnLpo hwpdwnybtp £ uwwnmwnptp wywnGihynu Mwphu
3GpnLGhG: Lw Yhpwnend £ hGnwgnunwlwb snpu’
uhyjwhghg waywfiu dGpnnGtin? L npwbp G2qnwnnpth
hwdwnpnid Gplwbh pwph L uphlwunbGGph hGuwnh-
inniinntd pwpbiph tnwphpp npn2Gine hwdwn phdhwyw
L $hghywlwb jwpnpwwnnphwltpned wpndtunp

that the holes which were pored into the stones are
found not only at Zorats Karer, but on other prehis-
toric tombstones as well. This fact however does
not contradict the idea that the openings were used
to observe the sky. The leaders of the prehistoric
community could have traced the deceased person’s
star in order to find out information they deemed
crucial for the welfare of the entire community, such
as the cycle before history would repeat itself, or find
out information about an ancestors history.
Academician Paris Heruni has done important
scientific work with regard to dating the archeological
site by making use of four independent astrological
methods2° and comparing the results with the data
obtained by Prof. Babayan measuring the age of
rocks and stones (labs of the Yerevan Institute
of Stone and Silicates). Using all the methods at
their disposal, the Mighty Stones were dated by
researchers to 7,500 BC.2! This makes the Mighty
Stones Armenian archeological site 3,500 years older
than the Stonehenge, and 3,000 years older than the
Egyptian pyramids, while the oldest civilizations are
considered to have begun in 5000 BC. Of course,
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Pwpwjwlh unnwgwdé wpryntlpGtph
htiwin: Cuwn pninp dtpnnGtph
hwdwnpnipjwl, 2npwg pwpbpp
hGwpwynp tnwy pwanty d.p.w
7500 tnwpny?': Gwpwynp k, np
hwjywywb wyu hGwywjpp 3500
wnwnpny UGS £ UpnniGhtlphg, 3000
wnwnny Gghwwnwlwh pnipgbiphg,
huy wakGwhhb pwnwpwyppnt-
pjnLG06NG wfuwphhu GpGuhG
hwpyyned GG ptiplw d.p.w. 5000
nwnywbhg: Phwpyt Gawh
tnuinbignuilGephl pbpyned 66 Gwl
hwlwithwunwnybtp, hwnywwbu
wyl dwuh, np wyn pwptpp
dwiwbwyh pGpwgpntd wpdyt GG
L wylb nwuwynpnipjwdp s&G, np Ginb|
G0 0.p.w 7500 p-hG, wjuop wnpnkh
thnfuti| &G hpblGg nhpptipp:

Gwywypp bnb £ Gwl
wwwnwintbpwyhb Y&Guinpna:
Stnwlph pbGunpnepyntGb hulwwbu
wwwnwhwlwa sk, wyb qunGyned k
wplwwwnnynh L dwqbhuwywa
nLdtin nwywnh waklwytanpnlnLi??;
3GpnLGhG Ghpwnpnid £, np 2npuwig
pwnbiph YGaunpnGwlywb hwindwséh
7x5 dbinp swihtpny pwpwynijunp®
Owhuwwwwndwywb UpLh Up
wuwnén wwpnwintlphb GyppJwé
nwdwnh wybpwya £, hwpwyuwjh
L hyntupuwyhG 110-1500 Gpywpnte-
pjwip pLtipntd npywé GO wuwnnw-
nhinwywb L (ntubGwnhunwywb
pwpbinp, huy hwawihph waynib-
wyhb hwinywoébbpp dwnw)b GG
Yppwywl Gwwinwybbph:
30wywypnd Ywhb pwptp, npnlg
hwlywnwy Ynnihg npywé Gh Gwl
dwlp pwnbn, np nhuinnwdGtph
dwiwbwy ntuntgsh nL wpwytinwnh
hwdwp hwjwbGwpwp dwnw)b| GO
npwtiu GuinwpwGtn, opphGuwy
N160 L 161 pwptipp: 36pnLGhG
GOpwnpnid £ Gub, np hGwyw)pp’
hppl ywunwintGpwihG YGGunnpn,
gnpob) £ pwdulwbhb Gplwn
dwiwbwy Yurnigiwh 2npowbhg
uhGsL pppuinnGtinipjw G pGnniGnidp
SwjwunwbnLy?e;

huly hGsn"L 2npwg pwnbp Yud

these theories may be challenged
with objections, especially that in
the course of time the stones may
have been displaced and changed
their positions.

The archeological site was also
considered as a place of religious
worship. The choice of site was in-
deed not accidental; it is located in
the center of a strong magnetic
field.?2 Heruni suggests that the
pile of stones?® measuring 7 x 5
meters in the center of the Mighty
Stones is the remains?* of a temple
of the god of the sun named Ar,?
while in the southern and northern
wings of the 150m long temple
there were the stones for observ-
ing the stars and the moon, and
the corner premises were used for
educational purposes. Indeed,
there are large stones with smaller
stones on opposing sides, which
were used as seats for the instruc-
tor and the student during obser-
vations, like stones number 160
and 161. Heruni also suggests that
the site operated as a center of
worship for thousands of years,
from the time of construction up
until the Armenia’s adoption of
Christianity as a national religion.2®

But why the name Mighty
Stones (Zorats Karer) or Karahunj?
Another old name for the site in
Turkish is Ghushun Dash which
can be translated as the stones of
soldiers. There is a popular legend
telling of troops buried under the
menhirs, the number of warriors
stationed under each stone being
dependent upon its size. Hostile
troops have always passed by the
side of these stones with awe,
slowing down their horses’ pace
lest they should awaken the sleep-
ing forces. The local population
has named the site Stone Treasure,
Base Stones, or Pillar Stones. The
name Karahunj?” is presently widely
circulated, following the coverage it
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Wiy b fpuulpmfnnd gupbph gaopg b Gy
gupmuentyrEibph hunhup b oufoopban gy by by

Gpowbwnyntd £ Gwl wylb dninbignidp, np
2npwg pwnbph hwdwhpp GwubGwnwpywb
wunnwnhwnwpwb £26: Uunnunhunwpw pwep
Owfubwnwph hwdwp wbwnp tE plGunntk; L
aqnpdwét| ganwydnpnipjwip b
JGnpwwwhnriny: Uunnunhnwpwbb wybih
2w dwiwbwywyhg hwulywgnip)nih k, np
GOpwnpnid £ hwwnniy 2hGnipynil, npuntn Gpynh
Upwjhg ghnwlwbnptl ncuntdGwuppned GG
inhbqbppp: Quithwquwbgnepynih Yyrhbhp
Owpubwnwpnid ghnwlwb wunnwnhwnw-
pwbGp nLGGOwnt SwuhG funubip, vwyw)b wyb
hpnnnipyniGp, np hwwnney dwlyywé pwptiph
wagptiphg GwfuGwnwpnd htwnbt G0
GnyOwyhG (ncuwnnilGbph QwpdndbGepha,
pwywlwbh fuGiwdhwn £ Ujn, GuiuGwnwpntd
dwpnhl oE6wwbu Yufudws tha GpyGuwh
pwnthwanipintGhg: Gpybph htin dunwlw,
wuiblonw Yuwuwp Gwfubwnwpywb hwdiw)bph
hwiowp YeGuwlywb whhpwdtwnnig)nil kp:

2L np Gpwlp whwnp t inbnwywndybhh
inwpwontpjwl nu dwiwlwyh vk,
hpwlwbwglGhG GpyGuwyhb pLuwnnLOGphG ne
plnipjwlp Ghpgwé wywpnwdntGpwihl
obubipp, nwawunwhl wfuwwnwbpbtph
dwaybwnbtph hwdwn hGnblEhG tnwpyw
Gnwlwybtph htppwihnfunipjwlp: StnwpnLd
wtinytp nt hwunwwnwanyby 66 Gwl
hGwnwpywa Gpyawnhwnwlwb wewpywtn,
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According to one theory that, the complex of the
Mighty Stones is a prehistoric version of an obser-
vatory.? |t has to be made clear that the word ob-
servatory with regard to prehistoric times has to
be used with care. An observatory is a contempo-
rary concept, suggesting a special structure for
scientific examination of space from the surface of
the Earth. It would be an overstatement to talk
about observatories in prehistoric times. However,
the assumption that specially produced openings
in the prehistorically dated stones were directed
to trace the movements of celestial bodies is quite
possible. In ancient times people believed that
their lives and fortunes were largely dependent
upon a favorable attitude by the heavens, there-
fore a continuous link with the heavens was a vital
necessity for this prehistoric community. They had
to track the ever moving celestial bodies, they had
to schedule ritual worship dedicated to both ce-
lestial bodies and to nature, and they had to time
their agricultural work
throughout the year. Discov-
ered on the site have also
been ancient astronomical
objects as well as burial
vaults and dwellings built in
the 3 — 2nd millennium BC.
Some stones are in a horizon-
tal position, suggesting possi-
ble attempts of vandalism,

though it may be because ancient astronomers
observed space while lying on the ground.

In what way, then, could the stones be used as in-
struments to observe the sky? Supporters of the
openings theory think that placing mirrors in the
openings would make it resemble a precursor of
the modern periscope. Having no mirrors, the pre-
historic people could make use of obsidian, which
today in Armenia is called “the devil’s claw,” while
bamboo or reeds could be used as tubes for look-
ing at celestial bodies through the same openings.
Thus, the stones could be used to trace the
movements of stars and planets, to predict the
solar and lunar eclipses, the seasonal solstices, to
arrive at the ideas of the heliocentric system and
the spherical shape of Earth,? to be aware of the
phenomenon of precession®® many thousands of
years before Copernicus, Galileo and Newton.
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THE STONES COULD BE USED
TO TRACE THE MOVEMENT
OF THE STARS AND PLANETS
AS WELL AS PREDICT THE
SOLAR AND LUNAR ECLIPSES
OR SEASONAL SOLSTICES.
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received through the research efforts by Heruni. The
word Karahunj is interpreted by Heruni as follows: it is
constructed the element KAR or K+AR, which is asso-
ciated with firmness, stability and with the sun, and
the element HUNJ, to be interpreted as sound, echo,
cluster, expressive, singing, mighty, ruling.s!

The following is one of many legends about this
controversial site: Long ago a very beautiful girl lived in
this area. Her beauty resem-

bled that of the Sun, and

hence she was named

Arega (Ar for sun in Armen-

ian). On the day of Arega’s

wedding, when the bride
was being prepared for the
ceremony in songs praising
her virtues, the messenger
reported that the village
was under attack by enemy
forces. All the women and
girls present knelt to pray
for salvation, lest the enemy
should win. The men in the
meantime took up arms
against the assailant. As the
enemies got closer, all the girls and women turned into
stone, with the bride-to-be in the center. When the en-
emies touched these stones, they instantly died.
Therefore, these stones are called Mighty.

The truth behind all these legends is that the name
of the beauty was Arega, the Sun, causing us to see
many transformations of the effect of the sun on the
locality. The stones conceal strength. Selection of this
site by prehistoric builders was not accidental, it was
deliberately positioned in a powerful energy field.

The site’s magnetic forces and magical effects are
demonstrated by the rapid growth and fattening of
the goats and sheep grazing in that area.

The architectural complex of the Mighty Stones
does not display many esthetic features, but this con-
stellation of stones produces a great impression sim-
ply by its general design and distribution within the
surrounding space, by the natural rhythmic structure
and the emanation of energy. It is an attempt at
streamlining the chaos of the universe, to perpetuate
what is the most important—the periodic properties
of time, and to deposit the ancient knowledge on the
spherical form of the earth and the heliocentric sys-
tem of the Sun and planets.

Zorats Karer may have been the controlling
center of the megalithic structures in different parts
of the world.3?
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Ayrivank Monastery or the Holy Geghard

pluwbhg 35 Yd hGrwynpnipjwdp™ Uquwn qbwinh
wy wthh dnpwiwlbehh, GGnwdw |GrGEnp
plwywb «wunwpwybtph» qpyncd hwbgpyw-
Gnid £ wwwndwywb Gnwnpnwdannph Ujphywbpp:
Cuwnn hwyuywl dwnblwgpwlywb wywbnnipjwa,
wyuwntin wnwehb GytnGgwlwh 2hGnipynGGEpp
Ywnnigyt) GG IV nwph YGubphG' 3wjwunwbned
pphuinnGtinipjwb pGnniGdwb uygpbGwlwb 2powhniy,
Swyng UL Lniuwdnphs @phanph Ynnihg: Puqiwphy
Owlpwdwubtp, uwyw)h, Yupnn GG thwuwnb, np
htpwlnuwywb dwdwbwybtpnid Gneybwbu Juypp tnby £
wuwnnuwjh Gpyoph wwpwnwdntlphb GYhpgwé funynn
yGhunpnG: XI-X1I nn.” QupwpjwbaGph opnp, Jwbpp
hwulnid £ swnyowb ququplbwybuinh:
Qtinwnpnwywpp tnb| £ woJwoh wunjwdwww)-
nwlwb wnnpwwntinh L nifutnwwntinh, dgbwlyjwg
Ywhph dGGwunwb: UJwbnnipjntGbbpp ywwndnid GG,
nn 140-hg wybh fugtipnid hwpynipwdyuybtn h yGp
Ywwnwnbnipyntb GG thGupb wungwépbéw dqlwynp-
GEpp” h nGu hwyng wnwehl Ywpnnhynu Qphgnn
Lncuwynpgh, wnwohl pphuinnbjw wppw Spnwiwin Utéh
L wppntGh 4GpGwfuwyh wanpwbhy pphunnGywbtnh:
Lniuwydnpsh wwuwnybpp thnpwapywé t GYtintignt

GEGHARD MONASTERY, once known as Ayrivank, lies
in a gorge of the same name, by the Azat River. The
fortified walls are surrounded by the natural rock
towers of the Geghama Mountains, and the complex
is just 35 kilometers from Yerevan. According to
Armenian manuscripts, the first churches were built
here in the mid 4t century by St. Gregory the lllumi-
nator, shortly after the adoption of Christianity in
Armenia. However, abundant evidence proves that

in pagan times this site was a major star worshipping
shrine. In the 12t — 13t centuries, during the rule of
the Zakarian princes, the monastery reached the peak
of its prosperity and expansion.

Geghard Monastery is renowned as a place of
worship, pilgrimage and seclusion. According to local
lore, people like St. Gregory the llluminator, King Trdat
the Great and the first christians of the royal court
used to come to seek holiness through solitude in
the more than 140 cells. The image of St. Gregory the
llluminator is carved above the eastern stairs of the
church as evidence of his time at this site. Geghard
had a seminary, a scriptorium and an original school
of miniature painting.3 For centuries the monastery

ot
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Mounted Kachkars are eminent
samples of esthetic and mystical
artifacts.
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possessed plentiful treasures,
estates and precious manuscripts
which were later plundered and
pillaged by invading Arabs (10t c),
Seljuk Turks (11t c), and Mongols
(13t — 14t ¢). The monastery has
also periodically suffered from
natural disasters and rocks falling
from the cliffs above. The current
buildings of the monastery date
back to the 12t — 13t centuries,
forming a balanced and integrated
compound.

Geghard monastery served as a
cave hermitage, similar to the secret
catacombs of the early Christians.

The miracle of Geghard’s
architecture is the fusion of the
human language of art with God’s
language of breathtaking nature.
Galdzag was the genius architect
of this miraculous masterpiece.
Master craftsmen such as Mkhitar
and Timoti were the creators of the
refined khachkars (cross-stones)
of Geghard.

To enter the four major
churches of Geghard Monastery,
there is a single gate that symbol-
izes Jesus as a door to life and
the four Evangelists.

The layout of the main church,
St. Katoghike, built in 1215,
consists of a cross inside of a
rectangle with four corner vestries.
There is a mystical meaning to
the number four.

In 1215-1225, a domed gavit
used as a chapel was attached to
the western wall of St. Katoghike
with a natural rock wall on the
northern side. In the 13 century,
the Proshian princes purchased
Geghard Monastery from the
Zakarians and resumed cave dig-
ging. The Proshians built a family
mausoleum in which the sarcopha-
gus was probably placed in the
niche opposite the entrance.3

Next to the mausoleum, a chapel
was carved around a trickling
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...THE SUNBEAMS
~ COMING FROM THE
~ OPENING IN THE ROOF
.~ AND CANDLELIGHT
PLAY MYSTERIOUSLY
WITH SHADOWS.
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QGnwpnwdwbph fugtipp | Cells at Geghardavank

natural curative spring. The spring
water is considered holy and
contains silver and sulfur. Nearly
all religions and legends consider
these two elements to be medicinal
and ascribe to them wonder-
working recuperative properties.
Water containing silver is also a
good remedy for ailing eyes.
Hence, one can indeed benefit
from drinking the holy water or
washing with it.

Geghard’s holy spring water
is also popularly associated with
the sybols of purity and source

of light, also revered by non- 140-ps wat]p
Armenian folklore.3® auPNIT
The second-tier cave churches UM NINRAJRULLD

are most mysterious. There are

cells which used to be the private h LT ULoEr GBI

secluded retreats of princes. In L dusnt]
1283, the St. Mary’s church was LQusJuonuow
carved in the rock as well. In 1288, dquRanruLnD...



BENEATH THE LIONS,

AN EAGLE IS CLAWING A
LAMB. THIS RELIEF IS
TRADITIONALLY BELIEVED
TO BE THE PROSHYAN
DYNASTY'S COAT-OF-ARMS

| =
PHOTOS BY RAFFI KOJIAN

innhdhg Mwwwyh L NntuncquiGh
wwwnybipny Lu vkYy Gybntgh™ h
hhwuwnwy Gpwbg dwhwgwé
quywybtiph® Utinphyh L Qphgnph:
ULuophl wplh Swnwaw)plbnph
pGyanwd GG nunhn nwdpwpwGh Ypw:
@& hGsh hGw £ Yuwdwé Gowh
LnLuwynpnipnitlp, wnwjdy
wrbnéywé t: UYGha, wyuntin®
gnbpt YGhGunpnGnd, Yw dh uync,
nphb Ywnbith £ dtinpp wwpqwé
Ununtilwy, funutp L nLOGGu
wuwztignighs 0h qqugnnnip)ntl, tipp
ubithwwl wpwnwpbpwé dnptipp
2nowwnniyin Yuwnwnbiny htwn GG
JGpwnwnrlnid ptig: Mwwnbph
pwnbinh 2wpywépp Gniyluytu
dhunnudbwynp hwpdwnpyywé k
ubjudwywynth L wyniunhy
Owwwinwybbph hwdwp, nunh
quptiph GGppn dtGGpg-2wpwywlp
pwqlwhnils wpdwaquwlpbinny
dtipwéyntd ttipgswudph Ynnihg
Jwunwpynn wiunpdwyinip
GpwdinnipjwG; Iwdwihph
wuikbGwhhb wrnygp YaaunpnGuwyw
UnLuinphl shwuwé™ wpldnjw
ynnuintd guinlGynn, Yhuny swih
puwpwbdwyntd withnthywé thnpnhy
dwiwwnntll £, wwwnbphG® 1177 L
1181 pp. thnpwanpnipjniGGtp: XVII-
XVII nn. ytntghGEph 2nLpon
Ywrnigyt] 60 tnGunbuwlwh L
plwlwpwbwhb 2hGnepyncbGtn,
npnbp Uhplwnwpnid 6wnw)b| GO
Gwbl npwbu hyntpwGngGtp™ dpny
Ugquwuwn qbiinb wbglt| shwbnqlnn
wbgnpnbtph hwdwn:

Swdwhph Ywdwphg Gepu
wOdhpwwbu hwrebnud £ Jwlpp® hp
wpunwphb inbuph wulytiinhly dutph
wwpgntpjwdp, inbGpwynwnwih b
dwlnLwywantyGh GpwbGqbbpny
winLd pwph dhongny
Oyniptintibwgywé tytintghltph
hdwjpnd: @Yned k£, pbi dwjntiphg
60Jwé Abnwpnwywbpl hGpp
dwyntiph 20snn nghG t: Ninnwhwjwg
qotinh thengny uintindynid k
wadting nbiwh Jbp® Gpyluw)h
LwgniphG upwGuwnt

Papak and Ruzukan of the
Proshian dynasty ordered the
building of another church to com-
memorate their deceased children
Meghrik and Gregory. At noon,
sunbeams fall exactly on their
tombstone. As to what this lighting
means is still a mystery. Moreover,
close to the center, there is a
column you can approach with
spread arms, talk to it and surpris-
ingly your words circle the room
and get back to you. The walls are
purposefully carved to withstand
seismic tremors and to improve
the acoustics; which is why a
soloist singing under the dome
produces the astonishing effect

of a choir.®*

The oldest edifice in the com-
pound is the small chapel partially
built in a cave, on the western side,
half way to the central entrance
with inscriptions and carvings on
the walls dating back to 1177 and
1181. In the 17t -18" century,
rooms and auxiliary premises were
built around the churches which
served as bedrooms for the travel-
ers who did not dare cross the Azat
River in the dark.

Upon entering the compound
enter the compound through the
gate, one sees the austere con-
tours of the monastery and the
dark tint of the tufa masonry which
reflects the surrounding mountains
and adds appeal to the church.

It seems the very rocks which
balance precariously above the
structures and endanger Geghard
Monastery are their living soul.
The vertical lines give the impres-
sion of a never ending accession
to the azure sky.

The monastery’s design inad-
vertently induces the onlooker to
walk around in search of carvings
of animals, flowers, mythological
creatures and geometric patterns
on the walls and doorways. These
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To answer this question, professor of metal-
lurgy Robert Fraser performed a comparative
examination of the metal age of the spears
and correlated the sizes of the latter with the
imprint of Christ’s wound found on the
Shroud of Turin.®> The result appears to con-
firm that the original spear is the one kept in
Holy Echmiadzin.¢ What you see in the
shroud is a rather large wound, correlating in
size to the Armenian spear. Scientists have
determined the metalwork belongs to the 9t
century, however, further examination demon-
strated that the genuine Holy Geghard of
Longinus was merged with this metal.

COURTESY OF ECHMIADSIN
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carvings seem to come to life under sunlight and lie
dormant when the sun disappears. Cross-stones of
exceptional esthetics and religious significance are
built in the walls. A mystifying force draws one into
the dimply lit interior where the sunbeams coming
from the opening in the roof and candlelight play mys-
teriously with shadows. Light and shadow merge with
the water flowing from the wall, creating the impres-
sion of divine presence, mystery and the profound.

The numerous legends and the origin of its
name attest to the extraordinary history of Geghard
monastery. Originally, the monastery was called
Ayrivank. The word “ayr” in Armenian means both
a cave and a man. Therefore, on the one hand,
Ayrivank means “cave monastery” and on the other
hand, “male monastery” where nobody but men
were entitled to enter.

The newer name of the monastery is “Geghard,”
meaning spear in Armenian in reference to the Holy
Spear that pierced Jesus’ heart to ensure his mortal
death and test his divine being, by the Roman soldier,
Longinus. This sceptic soldier became a believer
soon after his actions. He was baptized and later
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attained sainthood. According to informed historical
sources, this major christian relic was brought from
Jerusalem to Edessa by the Apostle Thaddeus to
heal King Abgar.3” In the 13®, century Prince Prosh
Khaghbakyan brought the Holy Geghard to Ayrivank
where it stayed until the 18" century, thus the
monastery acquired the name of Holy Geghard. In
the late 18" century, the Holy Geghard was moved
to Echmiadzin and has been there ever since.

It is traditionally believed that the spearhead was
forged by a cabbalist who oftentimes communicated
with the Geghard to announce God'’s will to the peo-
ple. According to various sources, the spearhead was
later owned by some of the most important figures in
human history,3¢ who believed that the Geghard dyed
with Christ’s life-giving blood contains the magic
powers of good and evil.

During the crusades, christians found inspiration
in the Holy Geghard, the tomb of Jesus Christ and
the keys to Jerusalem. There are so many legends
circulating about the Holy Geghard that today
“Holy Spears” can be found in Vienna, the Vatican,3
Krakow and Echmiadzin, in Armenia. According to
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legend, he who owns the Holy Geghard will rule
the world.

There is a set of rituals for the extraction and
usage of the Holy Geghard. That is why none of the
conquerors who wanted to rule the world succeeded.
None of them ever possessed the original that has
been preserved on Armenian soil and served only
purposes of good. The Armenian Church once in
seven years uses the Holy Geghard and St. Gregory’s
relics to bless the preparation of Holy Oil.

In several scriptures, it is written that the Holy
Geghard has cured heavy illnesses such as the plague
and even cancer, exorcise demons, perform great
deeds and “overwhelm most malicious diseases.”*°

According to folklore, if the keys to Geghard
monastery are placed into the mouth of a deaf-mute
child he will start to talk. For centuries, Armenians
have associated the realization of their dreams with
the Holy Monastery of Geghard. At the gateway to
the monastery, on the left-hand side, there are narrow
niches carved in the rock which visitors throw rocks
up to. If the stone stays in the niche, the dream will
come true, but with each miss comes a year of wait-
ing. Ribbons are also tied to the branches of the
wishing trees outside the walls, or coins are thrown
into the holy spring-fed pools. Due to its uniqueness
and importance, Geghard Monastery is now listed
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Having taken in the power of the Holy Geghard
Monastery complex, visitors can leave for the major
sun worshipping center of Hellenistic culture in
nearby Garni. Upon driving away from Geghard,
visitors are bid farewell by the guardian of the road
standing on a high pedestal, the Lion of Geghard
holding a lance.

To ENTER THE FOUR MAJOR
CHURCHES OF GEGHARD MONASTERY
THERE IS A SINGLE GATE THAT
SYMBOLIZES JESUS AS A DOOR TO
LIFE AND THE FOUR (GOSPELS.
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Khosrov Forests and the Mighty Grove

wrbn nwtwph hwpwywjhb Ynndntd” Gpwlbnu,
hphg, twhbwy, Ntpé L lunupndwuwn
GrOwpwantybtph (waetphb GG Swywyncd
ntnbu IV nwnpnid tnbyjwds, lunupny wppwjh
wbnLbp Ypnn whwnmwnbBpp, np wwndwlwbnptb nne
w2fuwphnid wphGunwywb whwmwrbtphg hGuaqnyGa
G0: Stnwbpp 066 htinwpnppnipynil £ GEpYwjwglnLd
yGanwlwywh L pniuwlywb wpfuwphh pwgqiwquwbne-

pjwl, Gpypwpwbnipjwb b ywwninipjwb nGuwby)niGhg:

WG qunGynid £ Upwpwinh dwpgned” éngh dwlwpnwlyhg
1400-22500 pwpénpnipjwdp |GrGwihG dwybplngph
ynw, L gpunbiglnid £ 29, 196 hw tnwpwdénipynih:
Swpwénipjwl whnwpwwwwn hwinywdép Yuginid
E plGnwuikGp 9000 hw: Mwwndwywb Iwjwunwbh
wuibltwhhb pnruwpwlOwywb pwbqupwGGp
hwlnhuwgnn whwnwnGbpp 1958 p. ybpwdéyned GO
whnwlwh wpgbiingh*3:

Shuwhy |GrlGwjhb jwbnwdwn nbtignn flunupnyh
wpqbiingh dhahlwwfuwnhwgnpwlwh plinipwghpp
Ywquntd-60 |GrGwhnyhwnltipp, |GrOwqwaquplbpnp,
qurhywjn heduépltinh nu pbip (wletinp, uwpw-
JwlntinG nt Yhpsdtipp: UGGOWGE GO glinwwnbuhi
dwyntinb ni opdtdbtinp, wiwywb dwpquqbinhGGtpn,

To THE SOUTH oF GARNI TEMPLE, spread across the
Yeranos, Irits, Dahnak, Urts and Khosrovasar moun-
tains lies Khosrov forest. The forest is named after
King Khosrov, who created the oldest man made
forest in history, dating to the 4t century. Located in
the Ararat region, 1,400 - 2,250 m above sea level,
this forest generates great interest because of its di-
verse flora and fauna, as well as its unique geological
features. It covers a surface area of 29,196 hectares,
of which only 9,000 hectares is dense forest. In 1958,
Armenia’s oldest forests were protected as national
state preserves.*

Khosrov forest’s landscape consists of deep
valleys, high peaks, steep slopes, curved foothills
and gorges. It also has stunning boulders, scenic
waterfalls, alpine meadows, mystifying caves, narrow
canyons, and groves of sycamore maple and cedar
trees. Each of these zones has its own microclimate
within the forest. The mountains are made of lime-
stone, sandstone and metamorphic rock. The national
forest preserve is found in the basin of the Azat and
Vedi rivers, and is surrounded by many streams.

The miracles of nature are the small pyramid shaped
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ppqudl wpwnmwpwybtpp L YwbnGGepp, nwpw-
Jwlnbbphg fuwGédwpwn dwjrtiph ypw quwhwyhdnn
thpthpwnbig wihpGtph waGiwh pGwwwunybpbtpp:
Onyh dwhwnnwyhg wnpgbingh (wlnawpwnph
pwndpntpjntlp 800-20000 k£, |GrGwjhb quaquwpltinh
pwpdnnipjntlp’ 2700-30000: LenGwjwbotnp wwunywé
G0 hpwpfuwhG 26pntpny, npnGg opwfultpp Upwgqwé L
Qtinwiw [GrGwynpwltph hpwpnifultnG G6: UpgGingh
wwwndwdwynitpwihb hntpwpdwbbbphg GG Uguunh
funphpnwynp pwpwGédwybtipp, Iwynig pwrh Jubwywh
hwdwihpp, Ungng Jwhpp, dwbunwh (hdhpgtyh)
Jwbph up. Uunywswéhh (XN nwp) Ghtntgha, Gunln
hGpwlOnuwlwhb tnnwdwpp, untpp GGnwnnh ywbwyw
hwdwihpp, Ywpwdwptipnp (REnyw ptinn), dhwuwjw-
pwnbinl nt qinwpwlnwy fuwspwntipp: dnnnynipnp
wwwndnd £, np pwnénilph ypw Yu fuwgpwp® hbinbywy
thnpwghp Gwiuwnwuntpjwip. «Gu Guynwd Gd quGaha,
qwldp Guyntd £ hGéd»*: dwdwbwyhlb dwpnywbg
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towers and canyons formed from mineral salt and
water residue. Waterfalls create foaming waves as
they poor over the charred stones on steep slopes.
The preserve’s valleys are located at 800-2000m
above sea level, while its mountain peaks range in
height from 2700-3000m. The valleys originate from
volcanic layers, which have eroded from the Arakadz
and Keghama mountain chains.

Cultural and historical monuments still exist in
the Khosrov Preserve, namely Kakavaberd fortress
(Keghva fortress), Azat’s meditative caves, Aghjots
Monastery, Saint Mary’s Church (8 century) of
Vanstan or Imirzek Monastery, Havuts Tar Monastery,
Garni pagan temple, Geghard Monastery Complex,
dragon stones (vishapakar) and many ancient
khachkar and carvings. It is said that there is a cross
stone found at one of the peaks with the following
inscription, “l look at the treasure, the treasure looks
at me.”* For years, people believed there are buried
treasures in the area. After many difficult and fruitless
searches, it was understood that the treasure was in
fact the Khosrov forest itself, with its wild and unique
beauty. According to tradition, King Khosrov’s favorite
daughter, Khosrovatukht’s tomb is in the forest.
Archeologists are still searching for the tombstone of
the princess. It is said that the tomb’s inscription may
be read only at a particular angle under moonlight.
Many fascinating engraved stones still lay hidden in the
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K110srov RESERVE WAS THE
PREFERRED HUNTING DESTI-
NATION OF THE ROYAL COURT,
AND HAS ALSO PJ_AXI';D"ZN
IMPORTANT ROLE AS A ROYAL
MILITARY. TRAINING SITE.
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pGnipjntlGp nwnGnid £ dhophGuy,
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pwh np GEpnwGwyyned GG
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GGph, Ywo £ wbwlwihG wnbplGGpp
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funupnyh whwnwrltph dwuhb
wwwnind GG V nuph hwyng
wwwndhsbbp Unjubu lunptlwghG L
Quwyuwnnu PjnLquilnp: Npnp
wintinGYynipyntGGbp Yub Gwb
dhplwnwnjwl wy| wwwndhglph
tnwn: UwwnbGwahplGpp thwuwnnid
G0, np dwiwlwyhG whwmwebbpp
inbyyty 66 hwyng Uppwynibh
wppwjwwnnhdh pwquynp funupny |l
Ununwyh (Ywpdwhwuwy) Ynndhg
Gpw quhwlwdwhb tnmwphGGph0
330-338pp: UlGwwnbtpp gpwnbignt

forest under foliage and shrubbery.
Khosrov Preserve’s climate is
dry continental. It is the meeting
point of moderate hot and cold
temperatures, as well as dry and
temperate climate conditions.*®
During the summer, hot tempera-
tures coupled with reduced rainfall
produce a monotonous landscape.
However, during the spring and
autumn months, the landscape
becomes absolutely breathtaking.
In springtime, the lush green plant
life and wildflowers blend perfectly
with the beautiful colors of butter-
flies and birds ready for mating
season. Come autumn, the entire
environment is altered to a pictur-
esque scene of golden-red leaves.
Fifth century Armenian histori-
ans, Movses Khorenatsi and Pavs-
tos Byuzand have written about
the Khosrov forests. There are also
additional documents from other
historians of the middle ages.
These historical texts note that the
forest was planted from 330-338
AD by Armenia’s King Khosrov I
of the Arshakuni dynasty, who was
also known as Kotak (meaning
short). The forest was originally
3 to 4 times larger than it is today.
According to these historians, the
Arax river changed its course and
moved away from the Artashat,
which was the Armenian capital
at that time, leaving the city with
a serious water shortage problem.
This situation also posed a military
threat, as well as caused the for-
mation of swamps which brought
about epidemics to the inhabi-
tants. For these reasons, King
Khosrov took on the challenge of
building a new capital city upon a
nearby hill called Dvin,* where the
royal family and a large majority
of Artashat’s population relocated.
In order to make the climate of the
new capital cooler and more pro-
ductive, the King decided to plant
a forest. He ordered the import
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funupny wppwl dnunwyw ppph Yypw
hhaGnid £ Gnp dwjpwpwnwp’

Y hbp*, nip inbnwithnfuyned k
wnpntOh YGplwfuwdp L Upinwpwnp
pGwysnipjwb hpaGwywb dwup: Lnp
duijpwpwnwph Y hdwb gny b
Ythuwybpwh hwdwnp wytih
Gwwutnwynp nwindabpnt
Gwwwnwyny pwawynpp Yuwnwnpnid
t hhpwdh ufupwgnpé wfuwnwip:
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sk, np wyb nbBnwyuyyweé t tint|
Qunln htpwlnuwywh tnmwdwph
Ununwyuypned: PEL Iwjwunwbnid
ownbiph wwwunwdnlGph*”
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and planting of around one million
trees. Two large fortified forests
were built. One of these forests,
named Khosrovakert, was planted
between the Arax river, Dvin and
Artashat cities. The second forest
begins at the temple of Garni, and
reaches the castle of Dvin, which
was also called “Cedar Temple.”
Even though there is no clear evi-
dence, “Cedar Temple” probably
encompassed an old pagan area
of worship, and it is likewise not
coincidental that the pagan temple
of Garni is nearby. Regardless

of the fact that there is no exact
information about the worship of
trees*” in Armenia, the emphasis
given to trees as part of the natural
habitat is a clear sign that such
worship may have existed.*® Obvi-
ously there are some reminders

of this even today. Throughout the
world, as well as in Armenia, the
cedar tree (cedrus libani) was often
worshipped, because of its strong
energy, passion inducing and un-
usual medicinal qualities.*® In the

ALL IN ALL, THERE
ARE 283 TYPES OF
ANIMALS, 130 TYPES
OF BIRDS, 30 TYPES OF
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Old Testament the cedar tree symbolized the king
or his wealth and prosperity.>® The New Testament
equates the cedar to a truthful and worthy believer.

While there is no detailed historical data on
Khosrov’s cedar trees, it is safe to postulate that the
Armenian king wished to continue practicing sacred
traditions in this cedar grove formerly worshiped
through pagan sacrament. Perhaps this was done
under the illusion that the cedars symbolized natural
beauty and gave medicinal benefit, only by the grace
of God. In fact, this tree was associated with a longer
and healthier life, wealth and prosperity through the
will of God. Khosrov Kotak was also known to have
imported a wide variety of animal species into Arme-
nia. He brought the Viethamese buffalo and Cau-
casian spotted leopards that integrated so well with
the Armenia wildlife. Other animals were gathered by
the King from within Armenia such as the mouflons
and bezoar goats, red foxes and bears. Khosrov
Reserve was the preferred hunting destination of the
royal court, and has also played an important role as
a royal military training site.

Khosrov Preserve’s ecosystem has been damaged
over the centuries. The forest endured heavy destruc-
tion from the Persian and Mongol invasions, mostly
to create fields for grazing their sheep herds. Today,
the forest continues to suffer the abuse of mankind.
It is imperative to preserve and cherish this valuable
heritage passed down to us from the time of King
Khosrov. Several initiatives®! have been proposed
to safeguard the forest and raise awareness of its
historical and cultural significance through exclusive
ecotourism activities as well as research and conser-
vation programs.
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Caucasian Otter (top); Caucasian Leopard (left); Golden eagle preys on a pheasant (right).
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The flora consists primarily of plants suited to dry
mountain climates,>2 and high river valleys. There
are 1,849 different plants species in Khosrov
reserve, of which 156 have been recorded and
registered in the Red List of Armenia’s rare and
endangered species. The most common trees are
the pine, linden, poplar, juniper, the wide leaf

elm and oak, as well as the wild pear. There are
century-old oak trees, rare plants and colorful
wildflowers. Khosrov Reserve boasts 125 different
types of mushrooms, of which only 37 are safe

to eat. There are many medicinal, ethereal, and
scented plants too.

Today, Khosrov National Reserve is inhabited by
Armenian mouflons (sheep) and bezoar goats,®
deers and stags, red foxes, wolves, bears, wild
boars, European hares, wild jungle cats, Eurasian
lynx, Causasian leopards,>* Asian panthers,
martens and weasels. Porcupines, bush pigs,
and bats are often found in these forested lands,
as well as yellow and black scorpions. All to-
gether, there are 283 types of animals, 130%°
types of birds, 30 types of snakes and lizards,
and about 10-11 types of fish in this forest.
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Mighty Sanahin, the Older of Two

GpEn qbwnh lunpneuy Yhpgh Uundwéwéslw b
Uwnnt dnptipncd” Qwiphl |Grwb wlhnwnwwwin
tht26nhG £ tnwpwéynit UwbwhhGh
hpwpwytpwin Jubpp, np «dhGsGL guyuon
qunpiwgnrgwakt guntulnnu®y: dwhpp tiptip Ynndhg
2nowwwiinywé £ gynunuyuwb nbwybtpnd, huy
hwpwyhg' qtipntiquwlwwnbtpny:

Cuwn wywlnnipjwl, phuinnup Pwpnninhdtinu
wnwpjw|p qwihu k 3wjwuinwb L hwubbing UGdLwg
qwyuwn’ puntd dh pwph hwdpwyh dwuhG, npuintin
pwgntl nbbp G0 pOwyyned: Iwjwétiny swn nudtinhl
L thaptiiny Yntnpbipp” wnwpjwip dh thnpphly pwnb

fuwsg £ Yubqlbglnd |Grwh ypw' ytipe nGGny nLbphGs7:

3Gwnwaquynid unitpp hwjpwwtn Gphgnpp wyn
wrwpblwywh fuwsp 2pebglnid tp hp htiwn nne
Swjwuwnwbny nt dgnnuiwbnipjwb L hnqunpnipjwG
hwuwnnty nwpwnbpnud 2hGwé hbpwlnuwywh
uthjwGGEnb wybpGnd” Gpwbg wnbnnid Yuwbqlbglnid
tp Guiu gnpwynp fuwgp: MwwndhgGBpp yywyned GG, np
UwlwhpOh JuGpp GnyGwbu Yuenigyb) t 1V nupndd,
Qphgnp Lntuwdnpsh Ynnihg fuwsny dwnlwpJwé
uppwaqwl Juypned: Mwwndhs Uhpwynu Gubdwytghl
aqnnud £, np X nwph uygpbtipnid pjniqubnuyub

THE SPECTACULAR MONASTERY of Sanahin spreads
along the forested slopes of Mt. Chatin, over the
deep canyon of the Debed River, amazing the visitor
even today.>® The monastery complex is neighbored
by village homes, with an interesting historic ceme-
tery above it.

According to legends, the Apostle Bartholomew
came to Armenia and upon reaching Andzevants
province he learned about a rock where numerous
demon lived. The Apostle drove the evil forces away,
shattered their idols and raised a small stone cross
on the mountain, thus putting an end to the drag-
ons.5” St. Gregory the llluminator later carried this
apostolic stone all around Armenia, demolishing the
pagan shrines built in spiritual and holy places, and,
for the first time raised the miracle-working Cross
at these sites.

Historians believe that Sanahin monastery was
founded in the 4t century at the sacred location
marked by St. Gregory’s cross. Historian Kirakos
Gandzaketsi wrote that in the early 10" century
a group of Armenian clergymen, known as the
“Horomeans” (Romans), ruthlessly persecuted for
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Saint Mary’s Church of Sanahin

their anti-Chalcedonian faith by
Emperor Romanos | of Byzantium
came to Sanabhin village. Here in
the reign of King Abbas of
Bagratuni dynasty (928-953),%8
they built the Church of St Mary®°
the oldest one remaining in the
compound. In the 10t-13t cen-
turies the monastery was the patri-
archate and became the spiritual
center of Gugark province.

Within the compound, there is
a three-storied bell tower, the first
free-standing bell-tower in Armen-
ian architecture. There are about
fifty noteworthy cross-stones to
be seen all over the monastery
complex. The erection of Sanahin,°
from the first edifice, the Church
of the St. Mary, to the last building,
the dominating bell-tower, was
carried out during the reign of
three royal dynasties, over three
hundred years in thirteen phases
of construction. The monastery
saw numerous disasters, plunder
and pillage, and has seen rebuild-
ing and redesign many times.
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The oldest edifice in the compound is the church
dedicated to the St. Mary’s (930-940), built of bluish
rough-hewn basalt. In terms of architecture, it is
significant as a transition from the domed hall to the
rectangular cross-domed church. The corners of the
domed arches are ornamented by impressive heads
of rams, oxen, buffalos and humans. The mau-
soleums of Prince Gurgen, David Anhoghin and other
representatives of the Kurikian princely family are in
vaulted chambers at the eastern wall of the church.

The construction of another dominant church, the
cross-domed Amenaprkich Katoghike, dating back
to 966, was sponsored by King Ashot Il the Merciful
and his wife Queen Khosrovanuysh for the long and
prosperous lives of their sons. Son Smbat succeeded
the crown and reigned at the Ani Bagratuni throne as
King Smbat the Conqueror and son Kurike founded
the Armenian kingdom of Tashir-Dzoraget.
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ARCHITECTS SAY
THAT THE
PILLARS OF THESE
CHURCHES WERE
SPECIALLY DESIGNED
TO WITHSTAND
EARTHQUAKES.

By a special decree of King Smbat Il Bagratuni,
the church of Amenaprkich Katoghike was pro-
claimed the Cathedral of Sanahin and the latter, as an
exceptional privilege, was exempted from taxes and
became the residence of the Archbishop. Princes
Smbat and Kurike Bagratuni are depicted face to face
in a rectangular stone frame on the eastern facade of
the church, proudly and gratefully holding a replica

of the church. This is the sec-
ond high-relief motif at an

Armenian monastery de-

picting the act of donation,

the first being the one
iconography of Jesus and

King Gagik Artsruni on the

wall of the Holy Cross

church on the Isle of Agh-
tamar in Western Armenia.
On the western side of
the Amenaprkich Katoghike
church, there is an atrium
with four massive pillars
placed symmetrically along
the axis of the building and
thoroughly adorned by basket-
shaped and animal themed high-reliefs. The name of
the architect, Jamhayr, is written on one of the pillars.
Each pillar was, for symbolic purposes, founded by
the women of the royal family, Mariam, Bavrina, and
two Rusugans.ft At the southern end of the atrium,
there is a low rectangular twin-vault entrance hall with
a three-nave room under three ridge roofs. It resem-
bles a medieval palace with a pillared hall. The
entrance hall served as an educational institution,
gathering place and a church yard for the nobility.

Queen Hranush founded the center-domed church
of St. Gregory the llluminator, which was built of
smoothly hewn stone®? in 1061. The church has a
cross-shaped, four-niche layout, outwardly giving the
illusion of a rotunda. An arcade connects St. Gregory
the llluminator church with Amenaprkich Katoghike,
which has no analogue in Armenian architecture. It
was also founded in the lifetime of Queen Hranush,
in 1063. The building was used as a repository of
relics and valuable manuscripts.® It is the earliest
non-secular building of its kind to use the roof design
known as “hazarashen,” borrowed from the traditional
country house. The four dome-bearing pillars symbol-
ize the sciences. There was also a rostrum from
which theological speeches were voiced in the
Middle Ages. The architecture of this civilian building

-
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Sa-na-hin

Villagers will tell you that “Sanahin” translates

to “this-older-than-that.” By “that” the people
meant the picturesque Haghpat monastery.

The name “Haghpat” in turn translates to “strong
wall.” Eventually, the village of Sanahin took on
the name of its famous monastery. This village
was an early Iron Age cultural center where the
art of pottery was highly developed. Excavations
uncovered ornamented ceramics, jugs and
numerous cauldrons;® hence the place was
referred to by the local people as “san-hin” or
ancient cauldron.5s

On an east-west axis inside the walled compound
are the three asymmetric 10t-13" cc churches of
Saint Mary’s, St. Gregory the llluminator, and
Amenaprkich Katoghike, which housed a scripto-
rium and holy relics. The monastery complex
also has an exceptionally beautiful atrium and an
entrance hall, an academy founded by Grigor
Magistros, and the tombstone of the abbot and
medieval philosopher Grigor Tutevordi (1184).
Beyond the walls, St. Karapet church is dedicated
to St. John the Baptist, St. Harutyun to the Holy
Resurrection and St. Hakob to St. Jacob. In
addition to the churches there are St. Sarkis
chapel, and the mausoleums of the Kurikian,
Zakarian and Arghutian “Long Arm” princes.%¢
The sepulchers are purposely placed at the
entrance, to be trodden on. This serves as a sym-
bol of Christian humility, in accordance with the
philosophic belief that the future generations shall
build up their history on the ashes and legacies of
the ancestors. Also noteworthy is the magnificent
cross-stone (khatchkars), dating back to 1187,
erected indoors at the grave of Prince Sarkis,
father of Princes Ivane and Zakare.
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is in harmony with that of the religious compound.
The design of the library solves the problems of light-
ing, ventilation and stable temperature that are crucial
for the thoughtful conservation of manuscripts.

There is another secular construction between
the St. Mary and Amenaprkich churches, a narrow
rectangular hall that used to be the higher spiritual
school founded by the greatest philosopher and
theologian of his time, Grigor

Magistros Pahlavuni. The

students were seated in

the niches, the powerful
pylons and crossing arches
imparting unique expres-
siveness to the building

and the appearance of a

genuine scholarly temple.

When autopsies were pro-

hibited in the Middle Ages,

the clergy of Sanahin were

granted an exceptional

permit to practice medicine,

autopsy and examination of

human organs. Such out-
standing philosophers and
theologians as Anania, Hakop, and Hovanes of
Sanahin, Grigor Tutevordi, Grigor Magistros, and
Sayat Nova served, studied and taught here.

As is the case with all the Armenian monasteries,
Sanahin’s architecture is in tune with its surroundings.
The basalt bridge built in 1192 by order of Queen
Vaneni in commemoration of her untimely deceased
spouse King Abbas fits naturally into the beautiful
scenery. Among single-span bridges of Armenia, this
has the widest span, 18 meters, connecting the
banks of the Debed River.5”

The interiors of all three churches built within the
compound were adorned by murals which are in poor
condition today. The delicate and tasteful ornamenta-
tion of the entrances and windows, floral capitals,
adorned arches, frames and pylons and the majestic
heavenward domes, which were all the more impres-
sive in the middle ages, are fascinating. Although
the layout of the compound is asymmetrical, all the
structures are monumental and streamlined, built in
harmonious proportions. According to historians,
there were columns which spanned and thus drew
altar curtains in monasteries. Architects tell us that
the pillars of these churches were specially designed
to withstand earthquakes.

The individuality of Armenian architecture shows
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in the use of spaces, building methods, and similarity
of construction materials used at Sanahin and Hagh-
pat (3 km away). Both monasteries share common
chronology®® and similar fates, but at the same time
each possesses unique and enchantingly distinctive
features. The construction of Haghpat monastery was
also commenced by order of Queen Khosrovanush
and continuously sponsored by the royal court.
Sanahin and Haghpat used to be major centers of
religion, culture and learning, owners of rich estates
and beneficiaries of donations. They continuously
competed with each other for dominance. According
to some sources, the renowned architect Trdat, the
builder of churches in Ani, also contributed to the
design of Sanahin and Haghpat.

Sanahin and Haghpat fascinate us with their
refined creative solutions, harmonious arrangement
of secular and religious edifices and the prevalence
of civilian buildings in the compounds. Both monas-
teries served as exceptional models for the further
development of medieval Armenian architecture in
terms of spatial balance in asymmetric layouts and
the elements of interior and exterior ornamentation
(monumental portraits, murals, records, bas-reliefs),
and the wealth of highly evolved cross-stones.

For centuries Sanahin survived enemy attacks
and natural disasters. It has withstood the upheavals
of time. Although a UNESCO protected monument,
Sanahin is now threatened by the Oriental Hornbeam
plant (“ghaji” in Armenian). Due to the high humidity
of the climate, this weed has made its way along the
entire surface of the monastery drilling holes in its
masonry and walls, threatening the integrity of this
powerful marvel of Lori.

<uwjuusuub JrURNHOP
URINHNYULENP JL WU
NHuk QIGURILO B’NHhYLD,
nn 18 atsn pusduoend
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Gptp Yo htnnt qunlGynn Iwnuwwnh Jubwywh
hwiw|hpbtph Gwpnwpwwbnnipjwh, Yurnigdw
hGwppGtph L Gyneph, Gpubg wwndwywb
swlwwnwanptiph dtipdtgdwGes, L, shwdwdwbwy, wikh
utyh pwgwrehy hGplwwnhwnipjwl hdw)pniy:
Swnuwuwunh Jwbpp Gnylwbu uyub) GG Yuenigbi
funupnjwlni) pwagnihnt wwwnytpny L Gunwwytiu
hnjwGwynpt wppntbhph Ynnihg: Uwbwhhlp L

Swnwuwwnp hwlnhuwgb) GG
Gwhuynwnuwywb Ywad
pbiwywh, dowynipwyhb-
ghnwyppwywl

Ywplnpwaneyb yaGunpnGaap,

hwpniun Ghpwwnynt-

Sanahin Monastery

hwuinwlwqsétnpnd nmwpwéwlwb GepnwGuwy
hwywuwnpwyrnipyntl untinétipnt, L pt GGpph0 L

wnuwphb hwpnwpwbph wmwpptpny (YunpunnpuwywG

SANAHIN'S ARCHITECTURE

IS IN TUNE WITH ITS

UnGnuitiGnw ywwnybpwpwlnwyGtp, npdGwGywnatp,
wndwlwqnnipntbGbtip, hwppwpwlnwyGtn):

Nwntip h ytp UwGwhhGh hwdwihphG s6G
Ywpnnuwgti| ylwub] ng whwpynt p2Gwihbtpp, ns
pGwywb,wphwyhpplbpp, L wjl YuGgnlG £ oGugb|

dwiwbwyh Juwjphytpnio-

GGpnd: Uwuyb UwGwhhGp
utip optipnid |nipe p2lwih
nLbh: 3NFLEUUO-h
pwgwnrhy wwhwwlnipjwl
Yunhp ntbbignn

SURROUNDINGS... DUE TO
THE HIGH HUMIDITY OF
THE CLIMATE, “KHAJI

HAS MADE ITS WAY ALONG
THE ENTIRE SURFACE OF

THE MONASTERY...

pjntG0Gp nL Yuywoépltin GO
nLObgt|, Gl wpwelwy)-
Gnipjw O hwdwp dounwwtu
Upgwyght) GG dhojwbg hbwn:
Muwuwndnud &G, np UwGwhhG-
Swnwwwnh dwpunwpw-
wbwinGtiphg £ Gnt UGhh
GlytntghGtph Ypndwah
nwithGEYhp Spnwwnp:
UwhwGhGp L 3wnwwwnp
hwjywlwb dhpGwnwpjwb
swpunwnpwwbunwywb wpwbdGwhwunynepyntGbtiph
htGinwquw qupqugniiGtph hwiwp hwlnhuwgt| G
pwgwrhy Gonyophlwybbp® pb wuhdbnphy

hnLwpdwbGGph wpphG
nwudws hwiwihpp hhpwyh
Junwbqywé £ nwdh pnijuh
wwwndwnny: Swpwdéph
pwndén funGwyncpjwl
wpnyntbpnid nwdhb wdnid
t Gytintighltinh wwwntiph
nno GpLyw)Gpnd: Uja
wwppbpwpwnp hGnwgyntd
£, uwluw)b pwpbpnLd dwptn
wnwowglt|ny |ponnkh
uwwnOnLd £ pwqwynpwnils wogniquywb ubwywb
hwdwhph hnwpdwbbbph wdpnnowywbnipjwah ne
qnjnipjwlip: <

Y Y kg Quipuinumulif Armenia’s Wound $

lhwswpnip Upnygjul Khachatur Abovyan

X Lnnyw wdikh dh pwp ghpp £, wikG

wwwnwd” wwwinipjnth,

X wuikl vh hpG ptipn, dwwnnen L
Gutntgh® YGanwGh Jwpdwwtiwn, huy

X UwlwhOw L 3wnwuwwnh Jubptiph

Every single stone in Lori is a book, X
every single cliff, a story,
every ancient fort, chapel and church, X
a living tutor, and the walls of

Sanahin and Haghpat monasteries, X

wwwnbpp® fununtl JupdwwnndGe: talking schools.®®
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Smbataberd, the Mighty Fortress of Syunik

wwn Gu hwyng ywwndwywh ptipntpp, hwqwnw-

ynn: Iwjwuwnwlbp ng dhwyb pwnbph, wy b pwnpt

pbpnwdpngltph wafuwph Yupbih £ wadwab):

Un’, wyluwhuh Gpynph hwawn, hGswhuhb atnG

E, pGwywa t, np gnjnipjwb wwypwnh b pGulwG
pOunpnigjwb wpnynibpnud whwp b dwyyth
wwnwwbnipjwb hnruwh dGfuwbGhqubtp, hGnbwpwp
wylunkin, npintin pwnén [GrGEpG nL wlnnilnOGnG wylu
sth0 wwunwwbnid, Ywenigyntd EhG pbipnbp L JuGptbip®
hppl wlwnehy wwnuwwnwGbn: wjwunwbh
Jnipwpwlsynip qjnin, wywb L pwnwp niGbgt) t hp
hanp, Wwpuwwwwwn ptipnp: Ntzwnhp pGpetingnnp
Yaywuwnhp Gub, np hwyng hhGwynipg JwlpbinG £ Ywnpétiu
ptipntp 60" Yuwnenigywd whdwwngkih pwpénp inbkntpnid
wwunuwwbJws phwywh GrGbpny nt wlnbnwfunp
anptipny” hwlnhuwlwny ndqwpwdwwskiih
Wwnuwwwwun wuwwuinwnwbabp:

Gynpnwwjh qubwqub GpynpbGpnid funjwbned Ga
hnniGwlwh L SheGwnwnjwh 2ppwlhg wwhwwbywé
pwqdwphy wipngltin, ptipntin, nnjwybtn, npnGp wjuon
fuGwaipny pwptlwpqywé G6™ GepYwywbwne hptibg
GpptaGh thwppny nL nne qbintigynipjwdp: Iwjluywh
ptipnbpp, uwlwyh, wyuop [pywé Gh, wdwyh, wybp...

HisToricaL ARMENIA once had fortresses numbering in
the thousands. Therefore, Armenia is not only a coun-
try of stones; it is also a world of stone citadels.

Yes, in a country of this type, quite naturally, strug-
gle for existence and natural selection would result in
the development of powerful defenses. If the high
mountains and chasms did not provide enough pro-
tection, defensive walls were built in the form of
fortresses and fortified monasteries. Each Armenian
village, town or city had its mighty fortified walls. A
careful observer will also note that ancient Armenian
monasteries are very much like fortresses, built in
unassailable high places, protected by natural moun-
tains and deep crevices and featuring inaccessible
walled hide-outs.

Prominent in many European countries are numer-
ous fortresses and castles, preserved since Roman or
Medieval times, maintaining their former glory and
splendor. Comparable Armenian strongholds however
are abandoned, deserted and crumbling. Under each
heap of ruins though, there are centuries of history,
the history of struggle by distinguished sons of Arme-
nia, of the heroic deeds of the Armenian people, of
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¢ Lhipnghkp

X Swpynipwdjwybtph ywwndnepynil nlbtignn
X ptipntpp dwiwbwlwapnptl pwdwbynid Ga
x hGwnlyw| fudptph.

X 1 Owpuwwwwnidwlywb yhynuywb winngbtn®
X 2hGJwé wnwlg wnwfuh, hulw ne wbwnw)
¢ pwntiphg (CkGqwdhp, WpnLd, Rwnuh),

2 nipwpunuwyuwb 2ppwbh pbipntp (dwah,
EpGpniln pbipntp L wy0),

X 3 hG[ G0hutnwywd, ophGwy Gwrln wdpngp,

3 4 Uppwynibyug pwquynnnipjwl

X dwiwbwybtph L dhelGwnwpywb pbpntn,
X npnGp Yuwnbith £ fudpwynpbi puwn

X wwwndwywb Iwjwunwbh Gwhwbqltiph
X (Pwpén 3wjph, Ywl-dwuwnipwywh,

X UjnLbjwg wptuwphh pbipntinp, win pwppnid®
Folhh, Udptinnp, Shqlhup, Udpwnwptpnp b

wy| 0):

5 Uhthyhwih huyhulwh pwquynpnipjwG
hwuntl dhoGwnwnywa 2powbh pbipntin

X (Udpwwnwyw™, LLnGyiw, Odwptipn, dwhiyw,

UlGwpqwpw L pwgntd wy)), nnnlp hptiGg

X wipw2hbwywb pwpdp dwlwnpnwyny

X Gtip2Gs0wh wnpynip EhG hwlnhuwGned

X pyntqubnulyuwa L Gypnuuywb pwgiwphy
X wupngltiph hwdwn:
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Fortresses

The many centuries-old fortresses can be chrono-
graphically divided into several groups.

1 Prehistoric cyclopean fortresses built with no
mortar, of giant rough stones (i.e. Shengauvit,
Ayrum, Kaghsi)

2 Urartian fortresses (i.e. Van, Erebuni),
3 Hellenistic fortresses (i.e. Garni fortress)

4 Fortresses of the Arsacids and the Medieval
period, which can be grouped with regard
to the historical provinces of Armenia
(i.e. Highland Hayk, fortresses of Van and
Vaspurakan, Syunik region, including Bjni,
Amberd, Tignis, Smbataberd).

5 Medieval fortresses of the Armenian Kingdom
of Cilicia (Smbatakla,” Levonkla, Otsaberd,
Vahka, Anarzaba and many others), whose high
level of building skill was a source of inspiration
to the Byzantine and European fortress builders.

PHOTO BY RAFFI KOJIAN
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ruins from a 7t
century church
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Smbatabert
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Wjuop Ywbagnih GG dhw)yb pbipnh wwwnbpp, npnbg 2wnpywépb hpwywbwgywé b ubiywdl dowlydwé whnw) b uppwwnwy
pwquiwnt pwptpny L Ypwownwfuny:
Today, only the walls of this great fortress have remained. These walls are built with a mix of refined and rough basalt stones.

Pwjg jnpwpwlygynip wybpwyh nnwy
nwnpwynp ywwdnipntb Yuw,
dwpwnnn b 2hGwnpwnp hwj dnnnypnh
hGpnuwdwnutiph, h2fuwbwywb
ufupwbpGBph, nwdwh
wwwnntilGph nt pwowqgntl
huynpnhGtiph wwjpwnh
wwiwnintpyntlp: hofuwGGEph nu
dnnndnpnh wqww wwnbjnt wluwwn
anntdl £ wwjdwbwynnbi
Ywnnigbnt pwgqiwphy
pGpnwdpngltip nu
ppnwpwnupltin: Iwjwunwbnid
pGpntp Ywrenigyti) G0 wwwndwywh
pninp dwiwlwybtpnwd: Uipngltipp
2hGyti| &G Gpypp Pwgiwywpwywh
L hwnnpnwygdwb Ywnplnp ntnhGtph
Unw: Huwlp gpwntignti GG
Yahuwyw Grwlwynipywb
pwndntbpltip, p2GwadhGenh
hwpdwyntibtph dwdwbwy
hwlnhuwgt| nhdwnpnipjw
hGOwytwntn: Uyuwhuny, wipnglbbnh
nLGtigt) G0 Gpyne hhoGwyw
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the fierce sieges and of the
princely exploits. The insatiable
drive of the princes and the people
for freedom precipitated the con-
struction of numerous strongholds
and fortified cities. The construc-
tion of strongholds in Armenia was
constantly ongoing. Fortresses
were built both on strategic roads
and routes of communication.
They occupied vitally important
heights, and at times of invasions
they became pockets of resist-
ance. Thus, the fortresses had two
basic functions, as fortifications
and as dwellings.

The Center of Historical Syunik
in the 10t century was the town of
Yeghegis.” To the east of
Yeghegis, on a sheer unscaleable
cape jutting out between two
gorges rests Smbataberd, which is
also known as Tsakhatskari Berd.
Ghevond Alishan wrote that the



Smbatabert

Udpngl nLbh b6y pGnhwlnip ywwn, npG w)b pwdwlnid £ Gpynt” hyneuhuwihb ne hwpwywjhG dwubiph: Gpyne hwndwébbpned k)
w0 GepphG dhelbwpbpntn:

The fortress has one main wall that divides the space in two sections, northern and southern divisions. In each of these sections

there are secondary fortresses.

gnpdwnntypltin” nwgiwdwpwywb L
pGuwytih:

Muwwndwlwb Uinbhph YEGunpnGp
X nwpntd Gnbighu” pwnwpwywh
tn, nphg nbiwh wplbie” Gpynt
dnpwybtph dhol. qunGynn
nddwpwiwwstih pwpéntlpha,
wnéuh whu pwnb E Udpwwnwptnnp,
npp hwjwnbh t Gwl 8wfuwg pwph
Yud S8wnwg pwnh ptipn
wOJwhowdp: 1. Uthawbp gpnid £, np
puwnuwpp L ptipnp nlGbgb) G0 Gny G
Udpwinwpbipn jwd Swiuwg pwn
whdwbnuip? L ahGsl VI nwnph
wnwohb pwrnpnp ywwnywbt) GO
Ujntbywg hpfuwGGEphb, www X
nwnpnid whgb) Pwgpwwnnibh
wnpwjwwnnhohG, huy X nupned
Rupwnjwatiph Ynndhg
Gyhpwptpdti GG Oppbpywh
h2fuwGGEphG L ohbsl XV nwnp Gnbg
Gpwbg wpnnwbGhuwnp: 1605p.
pwnuwpp b ptipnp hhdGnyhG
wytipdb L dwpnwpwhyby 6o

city and the fortress had the same
name of either Smbataberd or
Tsakhatskar,’2 and up to the early
7t century belonged to the Princes
of Syunik, then in the 10t century
passed to the Royal House of
Bagratuni, and in the 13" century
was presented by the Zakarians to
the Orbelian Princes, remaining
their princely seat until the 15t
century. In 1605, the city and the
citadel was basically ruined and
depopulated as a result of Shah
Abbas and the Turko-Persian
wars.”® Bishop Sarkis Jalalian, de-
scribing the fortress in his travel
book, wrote that Tsakhatskar was
a green city with sweet water and
healthy air, and Smbataberd,
which was built in its southern
suburb, was an unassailable
fortress within the city, erected in a
gorge, surrounded by high moun-
tains, with abundantly flowing
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Cwhwpwuh, www pnipp-wwnuywywb
wwnbipwgubtph wpnynilpnid’: Uwpghu Gwhuynwnu
Quipwtwab hp dwbwwwphnpnnip)nlGGtph gppnd
GYwpwanntd t pbpnp gpbind, np Swfuwg pwpp tinky £
wnnnownwn onny, pwpbhwd ppny uhquytitn th
wudpnn® pwnwp, nph hyjntupuwjhb Ynndnid Yunnigywoé
Udpwwnwptipnp hwnhuwgt £ punwph wGwrhy
tholwpbpnp’ gtntindwé dnpwihontd, 2ppwwywnywé
pwpdnpwywwnwn |GrGtpny, nip
hnpnwnwwn funfunpwgt| GG
wlncpwhwd wenlGbpp™:
Ujuop Ywlbgnib GG dhuyl
ptipnh wwwnbipp, npnlg
2wnywépl hpwlywlwgywé

E ubwwaél vowygwé whnw)

JhW U MUSLDPDh
CLNUROLhD 2RAUNHT
L, ND NFutdhH] &

sweet-tasting and gurgling brooks.” Standing today
are only the walls of the fortress, built of wedge-
shaped basalt stones and mortar. The base of the
fortress is formed by the actual cliffs it rests on. The
fortress had three doors, with the main entrance on
the north. The northern and eastern entrances
passed through vaulted halls, with watchtowers par-
tially preserved on their roofs. On the east and the
south the fortress borders on
the gorge of Yeghegis, to
the west is Artabuni gorge
and on the south it is sim-
ply mountains. Smbatab-
erd is fortified by a
pyramid-shaped enclosure

LahuRJRDNEDOVNUNG, .
L uppwiinw pwquiynt on all sides. The fortress
puwnbipny L Ypwpwnwfuny;: musSuunth LNPhLURGE, has one common wall, di-
Ftipnh hwwnwlwahoép bLOD WZ Nk viding it into two parts, the
wwjdwbwynpywé k southern and the northern
wintinwbph duny L nbhtdh e part. The two parts contain
wnwGaGwhwuwn- LuinchLOt] Wt arudul interior strongholds.

YncpyntGGEpnY: Udpngh
nLGbgt t Gpbip nnin,
qLiuwynp dnunpp binbig t
hjnLuhuwjhG Ynndhg:
3)ntuhuwhlb b wpbbpywb dnwinpbinG wbglnid GG
pwnwdéwdél upwhbtpny, npnbg twbhpltphG wybpwy
yhdwynid wwhwwbyt Ga nhunwbngGbipp L
wwhwywwnbtpp: UpbEywb L hwpwyw)jhb Ynndbphg
wuinngp tgbipnud GG Gntighuh, wpldwnjwh Ynndhg
UpwwpntGh dnpbpp, huy hyntupunid swywpdned |
(6rGwynpw: Aninp Ynnibphg pbipnG wipwgywé t
ppqwdl wwphuwGGpny: Udpnglb nlGh 06y pGnhwbnep
wuwwn, np0 wjb pwdwlnid £ Gpync” hyntuhuwghb ne
hwpwywjhG dwubph: Gpynt hwindwdébbpnid £ Ywb
Gtpphl dhelwpbipnbp:

Udpwwnwpbpnp [hwpdbpnptbb GepYujwgbnid k
«Uholwnwnjw wdpngh» hulwywb Yepwwpp. w) wyb
hn nhpeny wwwhny t tinti p2GwahGph
hwpdwyncibtinhg, p) dhwyb wwwnbiph 2wndwédphg
gaquwgyntd k, np nLbbgh) £ GEpYuwjwgnigswyw,
wwwnlwrbh hnphGwép, hGsp wh nL wagnpnep)ni k
Gtip20s6L wyb gpwyt hwinglnnGtiphG, q) wdpngh
inbnwnpnipniGp, hGswtiu Gwb pwpdp wwphuwltnp,
wunwpwly-nhinwbnglbipp pipnwwwhGGppb pGatnt| Ga
2nowyw dnpwhnyhwnbbnl ne gynintipp jwdwagni)Gu
nhuwpytnt hGwpwynpnipjnil, n) niGbgby
onpwiwinwywpwndwb wnpjnip” hppb wywwnpnidGGph
dwiwbwy gnjunbb] upnnubwint ywpwnwnhp
wwjowb: Sennud ywhwwyt) 66 pGwytih
2hGnipyncGGEph wybpwyGtpp L opwdwqubGtph
GGwgnpnGtpp: Anepb widpng G0 hwugpbp Aninwiyw
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Smbataberd is a true
specimen of a medieval
fortress. a) It was secure
against hostile attack by virtue
of its geography, b) by the appearance of the walls it
is clear that the fortress had a solid structure and ap-

pearance, causing potential aggressors to fill with
awe and dismay, c) the fortress’ position, high enclo-
sure, and watch towers enabled the defenders to ob-
serve the surrounding terrain and villages to their best
possible advantage, d) the fortress had logistical sup-
port, to secure its survival in an emergency. The rem-
nants of dwellings and water reservoirs have been
found, with the water supplied to the fortress by a
pipeline from the nearest wells. The marks of the
pipes can be seen by the side of the road, where the
cape juts out from the mountain chain.

Alishan believes that the history of the fortress is
associated with the struggle by Smbat | Bagratuni
(890 — 914) against the Arab Yusuf, the amir of At-
ropatene,” because in the 10" century the principal
target of Arab assaults was the gorge of Yeghegis.
Today, on the way to Zorats church, one may stumble
upon a magnificent khachkar which determines the
location of King Smbat and his faction’s graves.
Yeghiazarian in turn wrote that the fortress is named
after Prince Smbat of Syunik.”® Narator Asoghik at-
tests however that Smbataberd was built “by the
hands of Stepanos’ father.””” At the time of Mongol
invasions in Syunik in the 13 century, Prince Orbe-
lian was a prominent political figure. He held negotia-



Smbatabert

wnpjnLpbtiphg pipdwé ppdninny, nph htinptpp tions with the Mongols many times, enjoying the
GUwuwnth GO dwlGwwwphp GgphG® |GrGwnpw)h favor of Mangu Khan. Prince Smbat received from the
wwpwbngh hwwnywdénia: Mongols extensive benefits and lands. Due to him,

U hpwGp GOpwnpntd £, np pipnh wwwndnipynilp Syunik had a comparatively peaceful life, undergoing
Juwywé £ Gnb) Unpywunwlwbh wpwp wihpw a period of development and culture. Smbat Orbelian
3ntunidh nbid Udpwun | Fwgpwnnilnt (890-914 pp.) had merited the titles of both Armenian and Georgian
wuwjpwnh htwn, pwlh np X nunpnid wpwpbbph Prince and Troop Commander, and his governance

hwpdwyncibtph g fuwynp phpwiup Gntigjug énna tn: center was Yeghegis gorge, and perhaps more
Ujuop Bnbighu qjninhg nbwh 2npwg Glytntgh tnwlnn specifically Smbataberd, which he expanded and for-
Swlwwwphhb Yuw 2pbin juwdwpwlww 6h fuwspwn, npp  tified. In 1331, Smbataberd, located near Tatev and

dwwnlwbpnid £ Udpwun wppwjh L Gpw ghGwyhgbbph Noravank, was mentioned as a blossoming fortress.”®
qbiptiqiwOwywjpp: 3. Gnhwqupjwlp qpnud |, pb wygbih - Smbat had no children, so he adopted Stepanos, one
hwywOwwa t, np pGipnp YngdGihu |hGh UjniGjug of the three sons of his younger brother Tarsaij, who
Udpwn hfuwbh wGniGny’: Uunnhy wwwndhsp Jywjnid  later became bishop of Syunik diocese.” According
£ uwluwyG, np Udpwwnwptipnp 2hGyt £ «h d6rG hoph to evidence by narrator Asoghik, the fortress could
UinbthwlGnuh»™: have more likely been named after Smbat Orbelian,
UjntGhph Yypw dnGnnjwywl wppwdwbpGtph who owned it. History tells us that Smbat was given a
dwiwbwy™ Xl nwpned, hnhGwywynp punwpwywh royal funeral at Amaghu’s Noravank monastery in
gqnnéhs k tnbp Uopwwn Oppbigwh h2fuwlp: Lw pwqohgu  Vayots Dzor. Unfortunately, our historians recorded
gawih hwennnipjniGlbpny pwlwygby £ dnGnniGtiph very little information about Armenian fortresses. And
htiwin™ Juibbing Uwbgnt fuwGh pwpthwancpncln: even today it is unclear as to which Smbat was the
Udpwn hpfuwlp dnGnnjG6phg uinwgby £ pwjb fortress named after.
wpunlnipntGb6p ne quywrbtp: Lpw 2Gnphpy Stepanos Orbelian called the fortress “a place of
UjnLGhpp wwpt £ hwiGdwwnwpwp fuwnwn grand and sacred righteousness”.8 A visit to this site
wwyiwbatpnid, qupy £ wnpygt 2hGwpwpnepjwlpn b will reveal Smbataberd’s might and former glory. <.

twyneyphb: 3wyng L ypwg uywpwwbin-h2fuwbh Ynsned
Jwuwnwlwdé Udpwin Opptigwbh upswlwb yaGuinpnGn

Bntiqyug énpG tp, dhgnigh Gwb Udpwinwpbipnp, npG tpynt GnpwlyGtph dhol quGynn ndywnpwdwwnstiih pupéntGphl
OppbywGbEpp plnwpéwyt) GG L wipwgnbi: 1331p. wndyh whu pwnb| £ Udpwwnwptpnp, npp hwjnGh £ Gub Swiuwg
npnipjwip Swplh Jwhph nt Lnpwywiph YnnphG pwph Ywd Swnwg pwph ptipn wlywGdwdp

Udpwinwpbipnp hpwwnwyyned £ npwtiu wnynch To the east of Yeghegis, on a sheer unscaleable cape jutting out
wuipng”: Udpwuwnp quywly sh niGbghb), L npnbaptb E hp between two gorges rests Smbataberd, which is also known as
Untubin bnpwyn Swnuwhth tnbip npnhbinhg dbypGs - fseKnetsien Berd

UwnbithwGnupG, npp hbunn nuipdb; E Ujncbjwug pboh
Gwhuynwnup: 6106 nY Uunnhy ywwndhsh
Jywynipjnilhg, ptipnG hp wajwlnidp Yupnn Ep unwGug
wytith 2ntin Udpwin Oppbpgw p2fuwGhb ywunuGbnc
hwdwpn: Mwwndnepyntlp yuwyned £, np Udpwwnp
pwqwynpwlwh 2nipny pwnyby £ Ywjng nph Udwnnt
UnpwywGpnid: Swynp, dbp ywwnidwaghplbpp
hwjywlwl pbpnbph wwwndnepjwb ne tnwptgpnipywb
JGpwpbpjw Ygywnnep inbintynepyntGbbpn GG hwnnpnntd,
L wyuop £ huwnwy sk, pb np Udpwinh wGdwdp £ Ynsyned
pbpnp:

Uwlw)b Udpwinwptinnh GppGdGh thwrpl ne
gnpnipjnilp wwwnybpwgbbint hwdwp pwyjwlwh GG
Gwbl wapngh pGnpn2dw b UinGithwlnu OppGywGh
funuptinp, npp pGpnp Ynsnid £ «pwnpdpwhneswy L unipp
wnwphGwnwb»; ¢

PHOTO BY RAFFI KOJIAN
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Old Khndzoresk, the Mighty Safe Haven of Syunik

nphu pwnwphg 15 Yd hyntupu-wplbp’

onyh dwywpnwyhg 15800 pwpdpnipjwip,

Ruwlbgbgnipywb plnepjwb 8&Y wyp hpwawhpl

E wwwndwpwpwbdwywjhb hhG fuGanpbuyp:
Swywinbytny qurhpwth (wbetinh L hwpjnipwynp
pnqwdl pwpwwinwybnph wzfuwnhnid” whwdwjhg
hhwanid Gu, pb nppw funpwgbin L hpwpwih £ hwyng
plncpyntbn, np hp quywybGphb wwunwwbtine L
wwwunwbbnt hwdwnp wpwpby £ dwynwdthng Gowb
plwywyw)ptip: ®fupnct wwwnbbiphg «Gwpunwnpwuwtinn»
pwdhb Ytpwnnt) E pwpwynih, hntuwh wGédwyben,
npnGp dqyntd GG dnwn Gipbip Yo L pGUwé GG dhehlp
100-1200 pwpdpnipjwdp (wbptiph dhol: IGwnwquuynty
plwyhsatpha danid tp Shuyb dwyt) pGnipjwb
uinbnéwé hwpynipwynp pwywb pwpwbGdwybbipp:
Uwnnhy dwyntiph 0t pwgb) GG nrGtip L GpnhyGGp, nnnp
pwpuwnwytinh wwwntipp hwppbgntip L hnyt juyny:
3nipwpwbsnip ugwpwlb dhowbgpny pwdwbyb) k
Gnpynt dwuh, dynLd pGwyyty GG dwpnhy, gjnLuncd’
plGuwbh-YythnwbhGtpp (nnLl L gnd): StnwGpl
wbhwpdwp Ep 2hGwpwpwywb wfuwnwbpbtiph
hwiwn, hGinbwpwp dJwpnhy Ywrenegt) GG (wb9bnh h
ytip dqynn qbitnGhg 20-30 dtiwinp pwpdpnipjul

THE INACCESSIBLE OLD cave town of Khndzoresk, a
natural wonder of Zangezur, is situated fifteen kilome-
ters northeast of Goris, at an elevation of 1,580
meters above sea level. When observing this world

of steep slopes and hundreds of cone-shaped rocks,
one immediately fills with admiration: how wise and
miraculous Armenian nature is to have built up such
rocky towns to safeguard and harbor its progeny. Out
of fragile rocks, the wind sculpted solid stone shelters
stretching for about three kilometers along 100-120
meter high slopes. The inhabitants only had to fine
tune these innumerable natural caves. By pouring hot
water on the rock they made it softer for hacking
doors and ventilation holes in the stone, smoothing
the walls and covering them with clay. A corridor di-
vids each shelter into two chambers, one for humans,
the other one for domestic animals (house and barn).
The terrain was not convenient for construction
hence people erected 20-30 meter high terraces on
which collective shelters were built so that the roof of
one served as the yard for another. Rope ladders tied
to first floor entrances were used to climb multi-sto-
ried rock shelters. Men and women climbed from one
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nwnwywbnltin, npnGg ypw nwuwynpywé fudpw)hh
JugwpwGGbphg vGLH wbhpp Ynup pwyh tp:
Fwqiwhwpy pwpwwnwybpny inbnwthnfudbne hwiwn
ogqunwagnnét G0 wwpwlwagnpé uwlnninpltp, npnGg
owynbpp Yuwwb 60 wrwehl hwpytiph Yugwnpwabbph
Untinptipnhg: UGanLYy SwlwwwphbGGpny L yinwbquiynn
Yuizbithny-wwpwGbbpny pwpwwinwytinh dh hwnyhg
0jneul EhG pwipdpwbned GnyGhuly Ywbw)p® 0GopLENRHG
Ywuwbiiny 6wlnp quipjninlbn,
opny [ uwhnpltip L
thnpphy GpbluwGbph(:
LUwgwnpwbbph (nLuw-
ynpnipjntlp dhwjl dniinph
pwgywaéphg tn, pwlh np
wOdwybbpp skhG Ywpnn
nLOGOw] wwwnnithwGGtn:
Lwpwwnwlybpnid wyuon
YuwpEh £ wnbubt thnpdwd
pwnt GuunwpwGatn,
wdpwnbtp, nwpwyaen,
YuwgwnpwObtph hwwnwy-
GGpp0° nLnnwGyynlG
pnhwywp thnutin, huly
gnutipnid” wlwulwytiph
Guncpltin: Jwdbiwwnwpwn
hwpp G0 YGGunpnGwlwb hwindwéh pwnwidwubpn:
GOpwnnyntd £, np pwywdwjpwihb dwyncdGenph
wyjunbin wnyt GG XIV-XV nupbpncd:

@t Gppdwlhg G0 luGAnpGuynLd dwpnhy pGwynepyncl
hwuwnwwnty, hwjnbh sk: Uwlu)b gjninnid hwuinwunw-
aqnyby b «uwhwnwly dwjny» Ynsynn hbpwbnuwlw
dbhjwlp® ShuwywwnwnnipyntGGtinh htnptinnd,
hGwnbwpwn Gaubwyned £, np fluGadnpGuynid dwpnhy
wwnb G0 nbrlu htpwlnuwlwb dwdwbwybtphgs!:
MuwwndhsGbpp yywyned GG, np pphuinnGtinigjwb dncnpp
fuGanntiuy Gnby £ UGS ndywpnipyntGGEpnY®2, pwbh np
wjlwnbn L, wnhwuwpwy, nne UjntGhpntd Ghwn b nudbin
G0 Gnb| htpwlnuwlwh wjwlnnyplbpp: StnwghGtph
dnun wnnpbi 0 nL dypunnepyntlp plnneGywé sh tink:
UphwjG 1665p. qJninnid jwnnigyb t up. Inhthupib
Gytintighl, npp Gapwnyyt) £ Swplh Shwpwbnipjwhp:
Uww pphunnGbwlwb hwjwwinphl nwnpdwd plwysnt-
pjnLlp Ywrnigned £ Lu Gpbp GYtnbghlGbp® up. @wnlbnu
dwynwthnp dwuwnniep, UGwwwwnh GYybntghl L
fuGanptiuly qbiinh dwfu wihh hGwagnyl, wyuop wpnkh
wybpwy twdwpp, np Ynsyned £ IpG:

dnnnypnuwlywh qbintghy wywbnnipyncl Yuw
fuGanpGulyh hhdGwnhpGbph dwuhG: Gnb| GG Gpyn
npunpn GnpwjnpGtp” wwpuywhwwunwy hwjtp Uuncwb
L Pwywnp, npnlp npuh dwdwbwy hGunwwbnbiny
Gn0GhyhG" hwub| GG vGanptGuy, wnGubi Jwyph
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floor to another using narrow and precarious passage-
ways and leather-strip ropes carrying heavy baskets,
water jugs and babies fastened to their back. The
dwellings could be lit only through doorways since
the caves could have no windows. Today, one can
still find benches, storage nooks, shelves, rectangular
water pits and feeding racks carved in stone. The
central districts are relatively level. It is believed
that larger-scale development
of this town began in the
14t 15" centuries.

It is not known exactly
when the first people
settled in the gorge now
known as Khndzoresk,
however a pagan shrine
bearing ritual traces and
referred to as the White
Cliff was found in the vil-
lage. Therefore, people
have lived in Khndzoresk at
least since pagan times.8!
According to historians,

the advent of Christianity
in Khndzoresk faced great
difficulties® since here and in the whole of Syunik
province pagan traditions were strong. The locals
were not accustomed to prayer and baptism. Only in
1665 was the St. Hripsime church built in the village.
Later, the fully Christianized people built three more
churches, the cave chapel of St. Thaddeus, the
Anapati church, and the oldest church on the left
bank of the river Khndzoresk referred to as the Old
One, which is now ruined.

There is a traditional story related to the founda-
tion of Khndzoresk. There were once two hunter
brothers, Armenian subjects of Persia, Asua and
Tavar. In pursuit of a deer, the brothers reached Khnd-
zoresk, and upon seeing the inaccessibility and the
advantages of the place, decided to establish a village
and to resettle here—thus getting rid of the cruel
Persian tax collectors. Later on, numerous residents
who suffered from Persian taxes followed suit and
emigrated to Khndzoresk from the Persian province
of Atrpatakan. The deep, forested Khndzoresk gorge
was indeed the best hideout from oppression and for
survival. When one looks at the deep gorge it is not
clear where the dwellings begin and end.

The people of Old Khndzoresk hunted, practiced
stockbreeding, agriculture and various crafts. The
bards and singers of Khndzoresk were quite famous



whdwwnsbhnepyntGh ne hwpdwpwybwnnepynilp b npnpti
G0 pGwywywp hhubt L ybpwptwyyb wjbnbn
wynwhuny wgqwwytiny wwnpuhg nwdw hwpywhwnt-
pjnLlhg: Uwyw, Gpwbg ophGwyny Mwpulwunwbh
inhpwwtwnnipjwb tnwy quinGynn Unpyuwnwywb
qwywnrhg wjuwntin GG tnbnwtnfuynid pwgnid
pGwyhsbtip, npnbp wpuywywb swln hwpywhwnt-
pjwl gnhtinb thG: wGadnpGuyh whnwrwwwwn funp dnpl
hpnp (wywant)G pwpuwnng tp nwdwb hwnytphg
wquwwnybnt L dwpnyuwhb gnynipnilp 2wnpniGwybnc
hwiwn: 3p0 uGédnpGuyh pwpwwnwybph wpwehl
pGwyhsbbpp Guubwnwpywb dwpnnt wtu gpwnyned EhG
npunpnnipjwip, wlwulwwwhnipjwdp, hnnugnpént-
pjwip, wikGwwwpptin wphGunbbpny: @Quyphgnid
ut6 hnswy GO Juw)t b hwnwwtiu uGdnpbuyh wpnin-
gnLuwGGBpp: Uppwhwd UpGunwghb hhpwwnwyned | Gul,
np luGénptuyned Qwntinb GG gnpg L Yupwtiin gnpéti 8.
dwiwlwyh plpwgpntd hntuwh wwwuwnmwpwh
plwygnipjwl phyp Yunpniy wéned £, pwlh np dwpnhl,
Lubiinyg np luGédnpGuynid hwnytip s60 ydwnpnid, hné
pwquntpjwip Gyt L ypwptwyyt) G0 wyuntn:

3h0 luGénptuyp pwqiwplwy pwpwbédwywhb
pwnuwp tp 6hGsk 1958p: UpnynLGwpGpwywb

Khndzoresk

in Tabriz. Over time, the population of this reliable
refuge had grown dramatically as rumors spread that
Khndzoresk did not pay taxes, and immigrants came
here to settle in multitudes.® Old Khndzoresk was a
heavily populated cave town until 1958. Owing to
Armenia’s industrialization, the population started to
leave the cave dwellings in search of jobs in centers
of industry. The last residents of Old Khndzoresk left
in 1969. In the 1950s, the village of New Khnd-
zoresks®* was founded on the plain just above Old
Khndzoresk. Water pipes were laid, and apartment
buildings were built. What induced Armenians to get
so attached to these cave homes so isolated from the
outer world, and to lead a nearly prehistoric way of
life until the 1970s? Perhaps they felt the compelling
instinct of self-defense, or else the inclination to be
an integral part of nature?

Today, the ancient caves have become a ghost
town, but when one enters some caves it seems the
owners left for a moment and are about to come
back soon.

In Armenian history, the years of 1722-1730 were
marked by liberation revolts in Syunik and Artsakh

funpncGy dnphG GuyGhu wGhwulwbwih £, pb npntin GO uuyned L npntin yGpowbnid yugwnpwbbtnp:

Gazing through the depths of the valley of Old Khndzoresk.
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fulidnptiuyp dnnndnnh Ynndhg
woywayb) E Gul «Owlytnh dnp», huy
«huGénpbuy» wajwh unniqupwbiwa
Uh pwlh nwppbpwybtbp Yuh:
Swiwdwyb npwbghg vGYH™ wyn
nwpwopntd wik G0 dunwwbu wpwn
ptipp wynn pwqdwphy fuGdnptGhbtin:
UGJwhniip pwgwwnpynid E funp-anp
pwrtpny, npnlp hGwnwaqu)nLd
hGgynLOwithnfudby GG funpdnptiuy-
fuGdnptiuy duny: 1735p, tipp Uppwhwi
UnGunwgh Ywpnnhynup Untnwbh
nwunwyuwjnnd, Gnphuh, Swebh Julph
Ynnihg Mwpuywuwnwbhg Yepwnwndbp
t Epthweéha, Gpu sSwlwwwphG
whglthu £ GntG| lvGanpGuyny, npuintin
Ywpnnhynup Ywbg £ wnbl, hdwjyb) no
qupiwgb] dwpnyuwbg wwpniuwnh
wwyiwaatpny L hp «Mwwndnepjwl» vk
hwlquwiwbnptG Gywpwant k
plwlwywipp” thwuwntiny, np
YthunpnGwaqynin lubGdnpbuyncd wyn
dwiwbwly wwnbi £ 800 énifu
(nGuinwGhp), npp 466 phy & gyninuiui
plwysnipjwlb hwdownd*: IGnlwpwn
fuGadnptuyp hwpniun L dwpnwpwn
pUwlwwntbnh £ Gnbp: Unbjwg Guwhwbgh
wiblwibs ptwywywpp L yGGuipnGp
GnbG £ 3wpwln quywnp: Iwpwlnh
wutwyGGupnGp Uplbywh
SwywuinwOh wiklwiksé qjninp™ Iph
fuGadnntuyh Ep, nph hwiwp £ ytpphGu
wOqwayt) £ 8hpwn wjlwbu, hGswbu
wsph YaGupnGp™ fuGdnpwyn: Uw k
pwpwbéwywihG pwnwph wajwbdwh
UGy wy| pwgwwnpnipyntGa t:
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UG&dwybtp ppquadl dwjnned, 1934 p.
Caves in pyramid-shaped rocks, 1934

Gorge of Hollows

The people also referred to Khndzoresk as the
Gorge of Hollows. The word “khndzor-esk” has
several explanations, one of which is the meaning
abundant apple orchard (“khndzor” is the Armen-
ian for apple). The other explanation involves the
words khor-dzor (or deep gorge), which later
evolved into “khordzoresk-khndzoresk.” Yet an-
other explanation refers to a story that took place
in 1735, as Catholicos Abraham Kretatsi (Abraham
of Crete) returned from the coronation of the Shah
of Persia via Mughni valley, Goris and Tatev
monastery to Echmiadzin, he made a stop-over in

Khndzoresk

Khndzoresk and was enchanted and fascinated
by the living conditions of the villagers. In his “His-
tory” he described the village in detail as a settle-
ment populated by 800 households (families),
which was a sizable number at that time for a rural
community.8> Thus Khndzoresk used to be a rich
and populous town. The largest town and center
in Syunik province was Haband and its largest
central village was Old Khndzoresk, the biggest
one in Eastern Armenia. Another explanation is
the village was named Khndoresk in reference to
the apple of the eye.
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hwpwptipnipjntGGtph Yupny
qupqugiwlb wpryntGpnid uuyned k
plwysnipjwl wnpwnwhnupp ntwh
wpryntOwpbpwywh 4EGunpnGatn:
Lwpwwnwybpl wunmhdwlwpwn
dwpnwpwth GG |hGnLd L
wiwjwabntd: 3ph0 lvGénptiuyh
pwpwbdwybtphg ytipghh
plwyhsGGpp hGrwgw 1969p.:

1950-wlwGEphg ufuynid k
Unp luGanpbulye® gyninh 2hlwn-
wpnipjntlp, waglwgynid Ga
onpwinwnbbp, jurnigynid Ga
pOwlwpwwihG 26Gpkn: buly h°Gsh
En unhwnid hwybphG wynpwb wdntp
Yty wpunwphl waluwnphhg
Yunpgwé hptiGg dnpwdthnth
Ywgwnwabtphl L ohGsl 1950-70-
wlwaGtpp npntignt gnbipt
Gwfubwnwpyw dwpnyuwbg pGnpny
wgnipwadl.. gnigt hwplwnhp
hGpOwwwinwwbnipjw pGuignp,
wbdwwngkiih pGwlywpwGGbph
hnLuwhnipjniGp, huly dhgnigk
plncpjw htwn dncybpne nu
Uounwwtiu Gpw whpwdwbh
dwuGhyp (hGG Nt dounnidp:

Ujuon wnntl hwqwpwdjw
pwpwwnwybpp ybpwdéyt) G0 obrjw
pwnwph, pwjg npn2 Yugwnpwbatn
dun06hu, pyncd £, pb Gpw wnbipbpp
dph wwh dhwyl nnipu GG GYEL pGwy-
wnpw0hg L nip np £ YyGpwnwnOw:

fuGanptuyp XVII nwph 20-30-
wywh pp. Uintbyjwg waqquwjhG-
wquunwgnwywl wwypwnh
wwwndnepjwlb Gdhpwywb Juyptinhg
t: uGdnpGuyh wakh ch Juyn nibh
wOdwbncy, npp Yuwyned £ wyn
dwidwbwlwnowbh htpnuw-
dwpwnbph wwwindnepjwlp: OpphGwy,
agjntnh ybphG hwuindwén Ynsynid k
®Oppnu: Gpp pnippwlwb hudwyhp
fuwbh qnpptpp Gepfuncdt) GG
tuGénptiuy, pwnnbip pGwyhsbtipha,
wyn dwiwbwy, hGswbu inbnwpahy-
Gbp0 6O ywwndney, UGG thppng k
Gnt| (thppnu pwnnid g tnwnp
thnfudti| £ u-h) wyn Juypnid, pwGh
nn fuhquifu fuGdnptiulghlinp
hGpnuwyw hGpGhwwwnwwbwlwh

(Karabakh) against the ruthless
Persian-Turkish rulers. Every spot
in Khndzoresk has a name related
to the history of the heroic strug-
gle. For example, the upper-village
district is called Prtos, which
stands for “hacking”: when the
Turkish troops of Ismail Khan
invaded Khndzoresk and massa-
cred the villagers, according to
the local lore, many were hacked
to death because the courageous
defenders of Khndzoresk fought
to the last man.

The Khndzoresk fort has an
interesting history and contributed
to the liberation struggle as the
stronghold of David Bek and Mkhi-
tar Sparapet. The national hero,
David Bek initiated and headed the
liberation of Syunik. After Bek’s
death in 1728 Mkhitar Sparapet,
renowned for his strategic skills,
valiance and sharp-witted individu-
ality, was elected to be the leader
of the liberation struggle. He suc-
ceeded in continuing the liberation
combat for two more years, how-
ever, his forces were outnumbered
by the enemy and his entreaties
sent to the Russian court remained
unanswered. The demoralized
Armenian forces split in two, one
group led by general Ter-Avetis
who was inclined to negotiate and
reconcile with the enemy, the
other, smaller force of Mkhitar
Sparapet was ready to fight for
freedom to the end. Mkhitar
Sparapet failed to come to com-
mon terms with Ter-Avetis and
departed to Khndzoresk. The Turks
demanded surrender, and assured
Ter-Avetis that they would not seek
vengeance, so the latter surren-
dered Halidzor fortress to the
enemy, who violated their oath
and massacred all its residents.
Shocked, Ter-Avetis left Armenia
for Jerusalem for repentance.

A group of Khndzoresk residents



X « luGdnptuy » yhpwwwagnng, XIX nwp

Gwpunbip GG dnk| 6hGsk ytipohh
nwqdhyp:

1722-1730pp hwyng wwwnintpjwl
utie Gwlwynpynid G Uinbhph L
Upgwfuh wqwuwnwgnwlywb
wuwypwpny’ plnnbd wwpuyw-
pnippwlwl nwdwb tnhpwwbunnt-
pjwb: Uwpwnbpnid hp hGwwppphnp
wwwndncpyntGh ni Yuplinp
npwywwwnnedb nibh vGdnptuyh
ptipnp’ npwtiu twdhp PGYh L
Utuhpwn Uywpwuwbunh dwpwniwb
wuinip wapng: Ujniljug wquiinw-
dwnpwhl ubhgp npbig L wyh
qlfuwdnntig waquyhG htipnu “widhp
PtYp, nph dwhhg htiwinn (1728p.)
wwjpwph wrwelnpn t pGupyncd hp
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Khndzoresk

PHOTO BY ARSINEH KHACHIKIAN

“Khndzoresk” Vishap rug, 19t century

ARMENIANS HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN IN
HARMONY WITH

decided to commit a “patriotic
crime” to gratify the Turks in order
to deliver Khndzoresk from the fate
of Halidzor. They treacherously
murdered Mkhitar, beheaded the
general and sent his head to the
Turkish Pasha of Tabriz. However,
the latter ordered the capture and
beheading of these traitors to their
own general.

The grave of Mkhitar Sparapet
is under the northern wall of Old
Khndzoresk church, on the left
bank of the river Khndzoresk,
at the place called Anapat.® The
gallant man is carved on the tomb-
stone on horseback. With the
demise of its leaders, the struggle
for Syunik’s freedom collapsed.
The uprising was reduced to a
small guerrilla war and Armenia’s
liberation was suspended for a
hundred years.

One of the lower pastures at
Khndzoresk became called the

EXAMPLE...
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Russian Gorge. In 1750-1752, when the liberation
struggle resumed, the Russian troops sent to join
the Armenian forces in Syunik and Artsakh were
ambushed here by the Turks. The Russian units
were saved from a merciless carnage by the Armeni-
ans of Khndzoresk who knew the distinctive features
of the terrain.

The natives of Khndzoresk were known not only
for being brave but also

rebellious and ingenious.

The Melik Barkhudar
dynasty once ruled in

Khndzoresk. The following

story has been passed

down about the Melik

Barkhudar dynasty: the

Khan of Nakhijevan sent

a delegation ordering

Barkhudar to pay a large

amount of wine as a tax.

Infuriated by the Khan’s

shamelessness, Melik

Barkhudar instructed his

troops to sever the dele-
gates’ noses, thread them
and send them back to the Khan with the following
message: “King Barkhudar has never paid taxes to
any khan.”s’

The local people still recall the neighboring Azeri
village of Alighuli: When the need came to negotiate
the border between the two villages’ lands, Yazi
Arushanian, a native of Khndzoresk, was sent, but
not before pouring Armenian soil into his shoes.
When the delegates started to dispute the Armenian
or Azeri ownership of land, Yazi confidently swore
that he was standing on Armenian soil. Making a false
oath was a big disgrace, so the Azeris respected
Yazi’s word and drew the villages’ border where the
Armenians preferred.

Armenians have always been in harmony with
nature, and Khndzoresk is a perfect example of that
in the nuclear age.
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A Poem

X Since time immemorial Khndzoresk in quest of survival

X Has squeezed its daily bread out of rocks and stones

thus making its living and shaping its history.

X When the heavens dressed in black, this town knocked at the door of hope
And roared like a storm challenging brutish enemies.

Many a time it has proved a hero in fatal combat, for centuries

X leading the life that’s worthy of Zangezur’s offspring.sé
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The Great Monastery of Tatev and the Mighty Pillar
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ONE OF THE MIRACLES of the Syunik region is the
majestic monastery of Tatev, which rests at the end
of a difficult winding road. Its enchanting panorama
of wide plains and 800 m deep canyons over the
Vorotan River, steep and daring boulders and natural
caves inspire impressive emotions, and provide
unique spiritual fulfillment. Just the wonders at the
natural land bridge crossing the Vorotan River known
as “Satan’s Bridge” make taking this road worthwhile.
Here, in the natural caverns, white candle-like sub-
stances cover the numerous stalactites and stalag-
mites® under the bridge. Under this bridge is situated
a small pool where natural mineral water gathers,
and people often bathe. Every day, over 500-600 m3
of this healing mineral water spills over the bridge.
Along the Vorotan River’s path, there is an area where
gases emerge, causing animals to die. Further along
the way, one may find the “Kosi Jur” (itch water)
which has been said to mend many dermatological
diseases. From the bridge, the narrow, winding road
leads up the steep canyon to Syunik’s most captivat-
ing creation, the heavily fortified monastery of Tatev.
The monastery was founded where a 4t century
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church once stood. In 848 the
oldest structure of the complex,

a single dome basilica was built
and named after St. Gregory the
llluminator. The supporting beams
are built into its walls, while the
three visible columns are simply
decorative. According to tradition,
St. Gregory the llluminator’s re-
mains® are buried in Tatev.

Under the sponsorship of
Prince Ashot of Syunik and his
wife Shushan®! a two-storied
cathedral of gray basalt was
erected during 895-906 as the
main church and was named
Sts. Peter and Paul. Unlike the
typically dim and restricted lighting
of Armenian Monasteries, this
cathedral is unique with its twelve
wide windows, majestic dome and
four altars. The main altar is within
a wall in the east wing, as the sec-
ond arrival of Christ is believed to
be from the East. The nakhagavit
(refectory) is one of the most
magnificent architectural works
in Armenia.

The famous Armenian historian,
Stepanos Orbelyan, attests that
princes, high-ranking guests and
spiritual leaders attended the con-
secration of the monastery and
donated valuable and irreplaceable
treasures.? These riches include

© JACOB MAJARIAN
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sacred pieces such as Sts. Peter
and Paul’s relics, and a Golden
Cross in which is preserved a
small piece of Christ’s wooden
cross drenched with his blood.
The interior of the church was
decorated in 1011 with delicate
shades of white and light blue.
Monumental frescoes depict
scenes such as Judgment Day,
Christ in Glory, Birth, The Annunci-
ation of the Shepherds, and other
biblical scenes. Unfortunately,
these frescoes are not well pre-
served today. This interior creates
a uniquely mysterious spiritual am-
biance, reminiscent of the middle
ages. lItinspires a sense of calm-
ness and a feeling of becoming

PHOTO BY ARSINEH KHACHIKIAN
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one with nature. The church’s ...SECRET UNDER-
wooden doors have a distinctive
style of carving. On the southern
wall of the church, a door leads

to the holy remains of Grigor Tatev-
atsi (Gregory of Tatev) over which a
small chapel was built in 1787.

For centuries Armenian monas-
teries have been the subject of
destructive assaults by invading
enemies® and the victim of cata-
strophic forces of nature.%
However, recently a plant named
“ghaji” is the main threat to these
ancient monuments. This plant
attaches itself to stonework and
grows inside the joints.®> However,
in and around the entire space
near Grigor Tatevatsi’s®® holy
remains, this plant has not grown.
It is said that a mysterious spiritual
presence reigns in that space.

At the end of the 19" century,

a three-storey bell tower was
added near the entrance to the
main church of Sts. Peter and
Paul. Architecturally it is visibly set
apart from the rest of the complex.

BENEATH THE

PURPOSES...

ARMENIAN IMPRESSIONS

MONASTERY, MOSTLY
USED FOR SELF-DEFENSE
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Tatev Monastery

Tatev’s trademark khatchkar beam

The most fascinating mystery of this middle ages
architectural complex is the 8-9 meter-high myste-
riously swinging column, which is made of cut
stones built on a burial site. It was built in honor of
the Holy Trinity. At its peak is a beautifully sculpted
cross-stone. Today, the monument has been fixed
in place and secured with metal chains. The cen-
tral axel of the pillar has been moved over time.
The stake had always been rotating in all direc-
tions, without being damaged, symbolizing the
idea of the eternal rotation. This pillar is similar to
Isfahan’s moving monument.

The great Armenian general Antranik, while pass-
ing through Tatey, stated the following about the
swinging column: “We are very similar to this mov-
ing post. We move immensely from a gentle touch,
but we stay strong across heavy storms and
throughout centuries.”’” Legend says that Timur
Lang tied ten buffalos to this pillar in order to de-
molish it, but the leather straps snapped and the
animals fell into the gorge.
The treacherous conqueror
then ordered his troops to
knock down the pillar, but
once again the ropes broke
and the pillar sent the troops
down to the bottom of the
ravine. Seeing these events,
the Mongols concluded that
the God of the Armenians and
the Holy Trinity was more
powerful than their own gods,
causing them to frightfully flee
the region. Another legend
says that during the invasions
of enemies, before strong
winds or earthquakes in the

area, the huge pillar would sway to warn the in-
habitants of the approaching danger.

This pillar has also served as a sundial. According
to certain tales, the pillar was engraved with the
same design as Hovhannes Traskhanagerd
Catholicos’ pastoral staff, and others insist that it
is the exact copy of St. Gregory the llluminator’s
staff. There is yet another reason why the swaying
pillar has been called a cane: The Monks of Tatev
have often given the right to offer a doctrinal cane
to those students who have studied for 7-8 years
and have later undergone their exam standing at
the nearby balcony, in the presence of the swaying
pillar or cane. If the pillar swayed from their ser-
mons or discourses, they earned the right to be
gifted a doctrinal cane. The pillar would also sway
during other doctrinal presentations, provided the
speech was of absolute truth. Grigor Tatevatsi was
famous for his truthful sermons, during which the
pillar always swayed.

¥ B
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In 1063, the church of Surp Astvatsatsin (St. Mary’s)
was erected, as well as a spring symbolizing the
Holy Spirit. Many secret underground passages run
beneath the monastery, mostly used for self-defense
purposes or as escape routes for the population of
the adjoining village. The complex also hosted a
recreational hall, bakery, winery, flourmill, bathing
facilities and many other lay spaces.

Tatev has also had spec-

tacular sounding bells.

The chiming of these bells

could be heard from up

to 50 kilometers away. It is

said that Timur Lang had

ordered the burning of ten
thousand hand-written
manuscripts from beneath
the bells, after which the
bells went silent.

Tatev Monastery has
always been a center for
education and universities
throughout Armenia. It is a

famous monastery, where
outstanding and progressive
historians, writers, translators, philosophers and
theologians, scientists, and art historians discovered,
taught and created for many centuries.

There are a variety of myths regarding Tatev’s
etymology. It is said, that at the end of the construc-
tion of the church of Sts. Peter and Paul, the architect
of the church went up to the dome. Astonished by
the beauty of nature, he said, “I wish God would give
me wings to fly.” At that moment, charming echoes
were heard saying, “Ta Tev, Ta Tev” (give wings, give
wings), and the architect began to fly.®® Another varia-
tion says that there were two brothers — an architect,
who had built the church, and the other engineered
the water lines. The second brother brought water to
Satan’s Bridge from a faraway place in order to irri-
gate the large fields, which, according to the legend
was called “Flourishing Valley.” The brother who was
building the water line saw that his brother was going
to finish building the church before he was done with
the line, and decided to turn to deceit in order to win
the competition. He spread cotton on the fields near
the river, and sent word to his brother that his work
had been completed. At that time, the architect of the
church asked God to grant him wings so he could fly
to the river and see if his brother was truly done con-
structing the water line. The myth recounts that God



l'. FARMENIAN IMPRESSIONS | £t1¥S




14 « Luughgh Thypnnalkkyp»




',  ...RECENTLY, A
" _‘ 5“-‘15'1:ANT NAMED

“GHAJT” IS THE
$ ';_-MA'IN THREAT
”F.é‘ HESE ; ANCIENT

-1. MONUMENTS.
% arp.' ?
= .h‘ it -

i
i

{ ARMENIAN IMPRESSIONS } 125



SupLNH LU unt]

LLL PRHRNPY
LUONNNHB) WU
owuatn: LhVLD

NNNULEDL ULk L GNh]

126

aruol S0ud unu:

Lughgf Thypnulkkp

PHOTO BY ARSINEH KHACHIKIAN

wpdwaqubplbp. «Sw’ pl, nw’ ply, L
Swpunwpwwbnp uubp £ uwywnb):
Utl wyp mwpptpwyh hwiwdw)h,
swpunwpwwtitnp, wywnunbpny
quptiph pwnénilph wpfuwwnwbp-
GGpp, wyGpwl hnqGwé £ [hGnLd, np
sh yupnnwGnd gwé holb) L
dunwénid k. «Gpwbh Uundwé pl
wnwy, nt whdhpwwtu plbip t
unwbnLd®e; Gppnpn tnwipptipwyh
hwdwdw)b, Gpynt Gnpwyn GG Gnk,
abyp” dwpunwpwwtin, npp whwnp k
Ywrnigtip Gytintghl, YjnLup’
onwahé Ywnnignn, np hbent intinhg
whuwnh onip peiptip ntiwh Uwwnwbuwgh
wdnLpe® nengbiint Yhpaned qunlGynn
huuwjwlwh wyghGGpp, np puwn
wywlnnipjwa Gnk 60 wjnunkn L
Ungytip Swnluwhnyhw: Lpwlghg
wuikl uGYa hp weyl fulinhp nubGp
wnwohlp Ytippwgltiy hp gnpdp:
2nwaghdp wnnignn inpwjpp
inbulnLd £, np hp Gnpwynb wydbih
2nin £ wjwpunned wpfuwnwGpp b
npn2nd £ nhdob| funpwiwbynipjwG:
Lw qbnp Juypnid pwdpwy Yuad
Ywnp £ qgned b nep nunuipyned
tinpnpp, pb wdwpunti £ hp
wfuwwinwbplbtipp: Un dwiwbwy
Swpunwnwwbn Gnpwypp fulnpnid £
Uuwnénig plbtip tnwy hpbG, npwtugh
ytphG pwpdnLlpltinhg YuwpnnwGw
pn;sbi-hwulb] qGwnh dnwn L uinnigbil,
pbi wpryn“p hp tinpwjpp Shaw L:
Unwuwbp ywwndnd k, np GpuwiG
Uuindw6 pltin £ 2Gnphned:

hhwpyt dnnnypnwywl
wnwuwti| Gbpp qtintghy GG, uwyuw)h
Swpl wnilp skp Ywpnn
wnwowlw| vhwjb up. Unwpbing
Jwlph Jurnigniihg htiwnn® IX
nwnntd: U.p. IV nwph pwqu-
ynpwywb GuhGwdiwyncd®® wpnkh
huy hhpwwnwyynd GG tnwpliwgh
h2fuwGGEpp, hGunblwpwp
hpwlwbnipjwGa wrwyb) dnwn
£ wjb wjwlnnepynilp, np wyn
nwpwoplbpnud £ 8qlh| L
pnphuwnnbtinipyntl pwnngti] Pwnlnu
wnwpjwih wawybpwn Gunwptnup,
nnp hwlqsb) £ Jwlph tnwpwdépnty,

bestowed him wings.

Popular legends are of course
amusing, but Tatev’s name could
not have been given after the con-
struction of the Sts. Peter and Paul
cathedrals, in the 9t century. In
documents mentioning names and
ranks of kings and royalty, there
are mentions of several princes
from Tatev in the 4t century.%
Therefore, the story that Tatev is
where Yevstaddeus, the student of
the Apostle St. Thaddeus came to
preach and teach Christianity, and
was later laid to rest in the vicinity
of the church, is the closest to the
truth. A small chapel was built in
the 4" century above Yevstaddeus
grave. It is around this chapel that
the monastic complex was later
erected, and named Tatev.

There is a separate church
inside the village of Tatev called
the Red Church. According to
popular accounts, the church was
built with a mixture of princess
Shahandukhd’s blood and mud,
as she threw herself down the
gorge to flee the Persian Shah.
This church has also served as one
of Armenia’s very few nunneris.

Tatev Monastery is a genuine
masterpiece combining architec-
ture and nature. This small corner
of Armenia, with all of its beautiful
facets is a portal into the all the
wonders of Armenia.
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ForR CENTURIES ARMENIAN
MONASTERIES HAVE BEEN THE
SUBJECT OF DESTRUCTIVE ASSAULTS
BY INVADING ENEMIES AND

THE VICTIM OF CATASTROPHIC
FORCES OF NATURE.
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THE COMPLEX ALSO
HOSTED A RECREATIONAL
HALL, BAKERY, WINERY,
FLOURMILL, BATHING
FACILITIES AND MANY
OTHER LAY SPACES.
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The region is 3000-3400 meters above sea
level.

“Ukht” in Armenian means oath, a sacrifice
in the honor God and “ught” means camel.
Ughtasar could therefore be explained in
both meanings: comparing the mountains to
the hump of a camel and a site where sacri-
fice of vows took place, hence the possibil-
ity of the “Ukhtasar” spelling.

It is fascinating that the rock art from differ-
ent regions of Armenia vary in the style and
execution as compared to, for instance, the
dialects of the Armenian language.

Basalt is considered the main construction
material for the Armenian architecture. Even
the pagan temple of Garni contrasts from
other structures of its kind (mostly built with
marble) because of this stone.

See more on this in Khosrov Forests sec-
tion.

“Ayts” (goat) and “Astvats” (God) are syn-
onymous to “Deek” (also God). The word
“Astvats” was never written in manuscripts
in its entirety, but was spelled as “A(y)TS” -
as a symbol of reverence. The Persians
often called the Armenians “ayts hayer”
(ayts/goat Armenians). An Armenian histo-
rian, Pavstos Byouzand, tells about the
story of king Arshak Il (350-368 AD) and mil-
itary commander Vasak walking in the sta-
bles of the Persian king Shapouh. The
equerry approached them and offering Ar-
shak some hay, suggested that he sit on
this throne, as the king of goats. For the of-
fensive speech, commander Vasak be-
headed the equerry immediately. However,
a question comes forth — why a king of
goats? Perhaps the equerry implied the cult
of goat worship was widespread among the
Armenians? The concept of animal symbols
lasted through the Christian period: a lion, a
bull, and an eagle are considered the sym-
bols of the Apostles, and Jesus Christ is the
Lamb of God. See more on this in Hamlet
Martirosyan’s “The word of petroglyphs,
8000 year old Armenian Accounts of Eden.”

The animal symbol of the sun is the lion, the
bird, the horse; of the moon are the fish, the
deer and the goat when the images of Aries,
Taurus, Cancer and Scorpio, Gemini, Sagit-
tarius, Virgo, Aquarius are stylized through
the symbols of the sun or stars it may be in-
terpreted as constellations. The lightning is
depicted by drawings of people with ex-
tended and stylized fingers spreading shafts
of light. Based on the structure of composi-
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tions, one may even read the time of the
day for each petroglyph.

If Egypt is considered the place of origin of
the hour-glass and Mesopotamia of the
water-clock, then the Armenian highland
may be regarded as the possible cradle of
the Sun and Moon calendars and dials.

Specific scenes tell of the cults of the deer,
bull, dragon, goat, fish, and snake, as well
as witness the domestication of the dog
and the horse.

Archers also comprise a large number of
drawings in this series which, being
adorned by star symbols, are interpreted as
constellations. Depictions of the archer
have an astonishing likeness to Seth, the
Egyptian god of chaos, a character intro-
duced after several millennia; however, they
also represent a man-leader, man-warrior,
man-pagan priest, man-fighter, man-hunter.
A big dog often accompanies the man-
hunter, as a herd-protector and as the main
dynamic hunting character. The constella-
tion of the Big Dog and Sirius, the Dog Star,
which interested the ancient people, is indi-
cated with an image of a dog. The hunting
scenes mainly represent two concepts: a)
hunt for food, preserving the kill, b) hunt as
a constant and reliable means of food, i.e.
the process of animal domestication. Some
scientists interpret the image of an archer
as the main anthropoid representation of
the god Hay. This depiction has an equiva-
lent in the European rock art, personified by
a human image with a sickle in the hand.
Male images and female figures are often
portrayed in the allegorical acts of fertiliza-
tion.

In the petroglyphs, the world is portrayed as
three levels: the Earth is represented in a
circular form, perhaps the ancient people
questioned the flatness of the world; the
water appears as zigzag lines, symbolizing
the underworld; and the straight lines which
are the representation of the sky layers. The
rock art dubbed “Creation” is quite intrigu-
ing as it illustrates a drawing of the Earth as
a sphere with a shape of a cross inside of it.
Above it, are four standing human figures
with their arms spread out. Beside it, are the
depictions of the moon phases.

These concepts are visible in the scenes of
battle between a bird and a snake (if the
bird, or the Sun, and the snake, or water,
are not in conflict, then it symbolizes fertil-
ity), scenes of a dragon snake devouring the
Sun as a global disaster like legendary
floods or other such natural disasters.
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Scenes of gods fighting lightning would
later embody the fighting of the Armenian
legendary heroes such as Vishapakagh Va-
hagn, Hayk Nahapet, Sasna Tzerer’s
Sanasar and his battle with the Dragon
Snake in “Pghndze” (copper) city, Tigran
and Ajdahak. Similar characters also exist in
mythologies of other cultures. In Christian-
ity, this story is an archetype of the
Archangel Gabriel’s fight against evil.

According to the historian Koryun, scholar
Mesrop Mashtots lived in reclusion and also
taught within the region of Zorats Karer
(Mighty Stones) and in Ughtasar. As a result
of comparative analysis between close to
1300 Armenian petroglyphs with 800 Egypt-
ian, Sumerian, and Indian hieroglyphs, more
than 150 fragmental similarities were found.
Is it feasible to discuss the possibility that
the Ughtasar petroglyphs may serve as an
initial source? See www.iatp.am/ara as well
as the comparative chart in “Armenia and
the Old Armenians,” P. Herouni, Yerevan,
2006, pg. 108. Including, Souren Petrosyan,
“Armenian Rock Art,” Egea Publications,
2006, S. Babayan, The meaning of the Ar-
menian Alphabet and Principles of Struc-
ture, Yerevan, 1996.

Calculations made in Zorats Karer have led
to the conclusion that some form of humeric
systems may have also existed in the pre-
historic era. The sun is one, the moon is
two, and the five planets make up the divine
number seven based on prehistoric calcula-
tions, which is also the number of the
phases of the moon.

The scenes display that harvest holidays
and orgy feasts, which would end in acts of
ritualistic copulations and sacred debouche,
were commonly held in ancient times in
these regions.

There is an exceptional rock art portrayal of
a woman, a man, a tree of life and a snake
next to them, bares a close resemblance to
the biblical story of Adam and Eve. A
demonstration of emotional imagery, where
a mother affectionately holds her child on
the shoulder, and a man with a goat are be-
side them. This could be interpreted as the
family, an internationally prevalent theme in
the arts of all times.

The plateau is at 1770m. above sea level.

Cromlechs are prehistoric structures with
multiple megalithic single stones gathered
and arranged in the form of a circle or an el-
lipse, thus forming a holy area on the
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ground designated by man for special pur-
poses, having specially designed structures
which have an esthetic effect upon onlook-
ers. The Cromlechs are the British Stone-
henge, Carnac stones in North-Eastern
France, Callanish in North-Western Scot-
land, New Grange in Ireland, Gosek Cycle in
Germany.

Indeed, in 7,500 BC., the people living on
the Armenian Plateau could have built solar
and lunar calendars. The Gregorian calen-
dar of today is an improved version of the
Egyptian calendar, but the phenomenon of
the Mighty Stones suggests that several
thousand years before the Old Egyptians,
people living in the Armenian Highland
could have made use of mobile calendars.
Moreover, the stones of the site can be re-
garded as the first known regulatory calen-
dar of the Sun and the phases of the Moon.
Many Armenian and foreign scientists (Ma-
nunder, a German historian, Swartz, arche-
ologist, Olcot, a renowned British
astronomer) have attested that the original
division of stars into constellations was
done on the Armenian plateau, the most
convenient place for astronomical observa-
tion, rather than in the centers of civilization
like Egypt and Babylon.

The first method by Heruni of dating
Karahunj is the method of observing stellar
azimuth displacement, see P. Heruni, Arme-
nia and the Old Armenians, Yerevan 2006,
chapter 1:20, 1:21, p. 46-52: The second
method is observing the stars passing the
zenith using the periscope stone #137, ibid.
ch. 1:23, p. 57- 59. The third method con-
sists of individual observations of stars
passing through points of ascent and de-
scent. Ibid., Ch. 1:24, p. 60. The fourth
method is in measuring stellar angles and
their ultimate ascension points, see Ch.
1:25, p. 61 - 63.

There is a theory that the Mighty Stones
were built by Noah himself after the flood,
with the knowledge coming by revelation.
As to the similarity of the monuments of this
type worldwide, there is the explanation that
it is due to the 72 patriarchs who had to dis-
perse all over the world by the will of God
from Hayk and who had to build similar
Megaliths in their new respective host coun-
tries.

Koryun, the disciple of Mesrop Mashtots,
wrote in his “Life of Mashtots” that prior to
the creation of the Armenian alphabet his
teacher had been a hermit, he taught disci-
ples and exorcized demons. The demons
were remnants of paganism and sun wor-
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shipping on the land of Armenians. Mash-
tots however, in a very clever way later
merged those with the Armenian Christian
devotion and with the mysterious alphabetic
symbols.

The measurement of 7x5m is encountered
in the pagan temple of Garni, which is also
associated with Sun worship.

Evidence of Sun worship is spread every-
where in Armenia. See Terian A., The Wor-
ship of the God Ar in Armenia, Yerevan,
1995).

The sound unit Ar constitutes the main root
for around 3% of the Armenian words, like
ha/y/r (father), ma/y/r (mother), barev (greet-
ing) Ar.ar.ich (Creator); male names such as
Aram, Ara, Arshak, Artashes; toponyms
Urartu-Ararta, Ararat, Armavir, Aragats, Art-
sakh, Araks. Armenians today swear by
their mother’s and father’s sun. Some say
that the etymology of the word Armenia is
not of foreign roots but derived from the Ar-
menian language, resebling the sound of
sun — Ari-ner (the sons of the Sun). The
word Karahunj also incorporates the ar
component in its root.

With regard to the operation of Karahunj,
there is a similar version by P. Heruni. See P.
Heruni, Armenia and the Old Armenians,
Yerevan 2006. P. 63, 87.

Karahunj village is mentioned for the first
time by the Stepanos Orbelian, History of
Sisakan, Yerevan,1986).

The author of this idea is the astrophysicist
Paris Heruni. He led archeological excava-
tions on the site in 1994 - 2001. P. Heruni’s
research is described in the book “Armenia
and the Old Armenians” (in English, 2004
and in Armenian, 2006). The academician
developed the approach by Elma Parsamian
(1984). The theory of the megaliths being an
astronomical structure can first be found in
the paper by O. Khenkikian “Sisian Stones,”
Armenian Nature, no 4, Yerevan, 1984.

In the vicinity of Lake Sevan there is a rock
painting dated 5t century BC, showing a
spherical terrestrial globe. The first men-
tions of the spherical shape of Earth are en-
countered in the writings of the Greek
philosopher Pythagorus, ca. 6t century BC,
and according to some sources Pythagorus
had been in Armenia, thus he could have
derived that knowledge from Armenia.

The phenomenon of precession is a slow
movement of the Earth axis with a period of
25,929 years.

31 Heruni draws etymological comparisons be-
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tween Karahunj and the names of similar
structures in France, Egypt, Scotland, Ire-
land and Peru. Stonehenge is etymologi-
cally analyzed as stone and sound; the
analysis by Heruni suggests the presence of
these two notions in all of the mentioned
structures in different countries, with the
sounding of the names resembling the Ar-
menian phonetic version. Stonehenge was
often called the Dance of Giants, which is a
clear association with the ritual procedures
of music and dance. Pythagor stated in his
doctrine that the movements of celestial
bodies produce musical harmony.

Many European scientists think that the
megaliths in other countries have been im-
ported. It might also refer to outer space
theories referring to the evolution from one
common center, perhaps including the Zo-
rats Karer within the scope of these theo-
ries.

Many manuscripts illuminated at Geghard
monastery can be presently seen at the
Matenadaran, and other major manuscript
depositories of the world.

On the upper arches, there is a powerful re-
lief: a bull’'s head holding two chains in its
mouth with a lion at the end of each chain.
Beneath the lions, an eagle is clawing a
lamb. This relief is traditionally believed to
be the Proshian dynasty’s coat-of-arms,
which has more profound symbolism that
calls for further research.

Geghard monastery resembles such cave
complexes as the Egyptian Abu Simbel, the
major Hittite shrine not far from Boghazkui,
Iranian and Syrian temples, Bulgarian, Hun-
garian, Ukrainian, Pskov and Nizhni Nov-
gorod, Turkish, Thai, Indian and Chinese
centers of worship, but it mostly resembles
the Vardzia compound in neighboring Geor-
gia.

There was a 5-meter high hall in the rock
(9 x 15 m) that collapsed during excava-
tions. It is believed that there was also a
manuscript depository or a gathering room
for meals, receptions or rituals within the
complex. 100 meters away from the gate,
there is the partially destroyed St. Gregory
chapel, which was adorned with colored
murals.

In a church in Turin rests Christ’s 4-meter
Shroud with full-length imprint of Jesus on
both sides. This is the sheet Jesus was
wrapped in before being placed into the
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tomb. The wounds, nail traces and the ex-
pression on the face were exactly imprinted
on the cloth as a result of a powerful out-
burst of energy.

A revealing 40-line inscription is inscribed
on the reliqguary made by Prince Prosh and
Proshian’s successor Ivanik in the 17t cen-
tury. See |. Gharibian, The Holy Geghard,
Yerevan 2003. A letter dated 1805, from
General Tsitsianov exists in the Russian
archives. It is made out to Tsar Alexander |
where he testifies that during the liberation
of Echmiadzin, numerous exceptional Chris-
tian relics were salvaged and, specifically,
the Holy Geghard and a fragment of Noah’s
Ark which was temporarily sent to Georgia.

According to another source, the Holy
Geghard was brought to Armenia by a
Christian blind man named Lucianus who
was awarded with a fragment of the Cross
and the Holy Spear by the Apostle Peter.
See, |. Gharibian, The Holy Geghard, Yere-
van 2003, pp. 8-9.

It is said that the Holy Geghard has in turn
belonged to Joshua, King Savug, King
David and Herodotus. Then, as predestined,
it got into the hands of the Roman soldier
Longinus. According to some sources, great
men such as Attila the Hun, Diocletian, Jus-
tinian, the king of the Francs Charlemagne
and Napoleon, owned the Holy Lance. Adolf
Hitler was infatuated by it. Historians attest
that he spent hours in front of the glass
case where the Holy Lance was exhibited at
the Hapsburg treasury in Vienna, obsessed
by his dreams of ruling the world. Having
capitulated in 1945, he ordered to bury the
Holy Lance in Antarctica but it was found by
American General Patton (who was also
smitten by the Holy Grail) and returned to
Vienna. However, rumor had it that a copy
of the Holy Geghard was returned to Austria
while the Americans appropriated the origi-
nal.

The Vatican Holy Spear is probably the one
with which was punctured the image of the
Christ. Later, Emperor Alexis Comnenus of
Byzantium divided the relic into three parts
during the crusades, one for Constantino-
ple, one for the Pope at the Vatican, and
one for the French king.

According to one account, there was an
outbreak of cholera in Georgia in the 18"
century. The Georgians asked the Armenian
Catholicos to send them the Holy Geghard.
The Holy Geghard worked numerous mira-
cles in Georgia, however, the Georgians de-
cided not to return it. Therefore, Armenians
rescued it. See Bulletin of Armenian History,
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vol. lll (in Armenian), Tiflis 1894, pp. 508-
509; also Memoirs of Catholicos Ghukas,
see vol. I-Il, pp. 41-42, as well as I. Gharib-
ian, The Holy Geghard, Yerevan 2003, pp.
48-62.

Two other state preserves in Armenia are
Shikahogh and Erebuni.

This is an oral story. The correct inscription
dated 1282 informs that the monument
(khachkar) was erected in honor of the
blood of Jesus Christ and for the soul and
body of Sarkis and his spouse urging those
paying respects to commemorate them and
in turn receive the blessing of God. See A.
Kalantar; Armenia, from the Stone Age to
the Middle Ages; Yerevan, 2007, p. 85.

Temperature fluctuates from +38°C to -
25°C, 4 months of snow with annual precip-
itation averaging 400-600mm, sometimes in
the highest elevations 700-800mm. Vegeta-
tion period 190-210 days.

Dvin is located near Medzamor River, 35 km
south of Yerevan. Ruins of this great city
can be found in the Ararat Region.

The tree is a universal symbol associated
with the ideas of life, salvation, heaven,
earth and the underworld. Nearly all ancient
civilizations had cults of cosmic and life
trees, as well as the practice of worship of
trees, and building holy groves.

The vestiges of tree worship remain in
today’s practice of ornamenting trees with
pieces of cloth, ribbons or handkerchiefs,
planting trees and flowers in cemeteries as
well as taking home branches blessed in the
church. In Armenian rock art and Urartian
arts there is a popular allegoric motif of the
divine trees of life being pollinated. Data
also exists relating to the holy groves of
sycamore trees, used in predicting the fu-
ture. Some recorded information describes
that sacred groves of sycamore trees
existed in Armavir. It is said that precise
predictations were made by the noise of
the branches of these trees.

The widespread worship of holy cedar
groves was mentioned in the Sumerian
poem of “Gilgamesh,” as well as in Greek,
Roman, Iranian, Japanese, Indian, and Chi-
nese sources. The temple builders of Old
Babylon used cedar oil in construction, the
Egyptians made elite burial caskets from
cedar timber, cedar was one of the holy
trees of druids, while prophet Isaiah foretold
that the holy cross of Christ would have to
be prepared from 4 holy trees: laurel, cy-
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press, sycamore and cedar. According to
the Bible, the wise king Solomon ordered
cedar to be brought from Lebanon as a holy
construction material to build the Temple of
God in Jerusalem and the Hebrew navy.
Cedar trees are also symbolically mentioned
by St Grigor Narekatsi in “The Book of
Lamentations.”

Psalm 28:5 reads: “28:5. The voice of the
Lord breaketh the cedars: yea, the Lord
shall break the cedars of Libanus.”: In this
case cedars symbolize the leaders of the
world. In another place it is written that a
true believer is like a Lebanese cedar.

Currently, research is being conducted on
animal behavior through filming, environ-
mental monitoring and activities undertaken
on enriching the flora and fauna.

The fauna of the preserve is rich with xero-
phyte and geophyte plants.

The wild ancestor of the domestic sheep is
the Armenian mouflon, and that of the goat,
the bezoarian goat; their enemies being the
wolf and the leopard. The bezoarian goat is
the oldest inhabitant of the Armenian high-
lands based on the depictions in the ancient
petroglyphs. Miniature sculptures of goats
exist as far back as the Bronze Age. Goat
images served as decorative ornaments of
ancient pottery. The Bezoarian name is
based on the exceptional feature of this ani-
mal. When baby goats feed off their moth-
ers, they swallow hair, which develop
bezoars in their stomach. The bezoar cal-
losity was mostly used by the local popula-
tion for medicinal purposes. The Bezoarian
goat has been an animal of worship. See
Ughtasar chapter.

The Caucasian leopard is registered in the
Red Book, as of today, there are only 5 to 8
of them left in Armenia. This animal is 7
times stronger than man and is considered
one of the fastest in the animal world.

Registered in the Red Book are 67 of Arme-
nia’s disappearing birds, of which 16 are in
the Khosrov Preserve. Hovering there are
the eagles, vultures, gulls, black partridges,
owls, tussock and turtle-doves.

Khachatur Abovian, Collection of short sto-
ries, 7t volume, pp. 43-44.

When the medieval historians referred to the
elimination of dragons, for example, Koryun
or Kirakos Gandzaketsi figuratively meant
the pagan traditions.
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42 Mwwndwagnpnipjwl vkp Yw inbinkYynipjntb, np

tipp XVII nwpnid hwplwG dpwunwGnid
pwqdwphy whquwaltp prayyby t fun tpwh
hwiwdwpwyp, ypwghbtipp fulnpbi GG
hwjng Ywpnnhynuhl dwiwlbwlwynpwwbiu
Jdpwuwnwl ninwpytp Unipp @nwpnp, npG
w)linbin hpwypltin £ gnpét), uwyuw)b
Ypwghbbipp wyilw s60 ywwnpwuwnybp
Ybpwnwndbbp unipp dwunclpp, nLuinh
hwjtipp unhwyywé GG bnb| Wwpquwtu
«gqnnwlw|» hptilg wwwnlwbnn
uppnipjnilp YpwghGbphg: SG'u Hhiwh
hwyng wwwnintpjwl, ghpp &, UhdtnG
Yupnnhynuh Shawwnwlwnwlp, Bhihu
1894, Ly 508-509: Lwbl NnLlwu
Ywpnnhynuh hhpwwnwywpw, Hhew, 3 U-
R, k9 41-42, hGswbiu Gub pwgiwphy
thwuwinwgh wwwgntgGtph hwiwp wnt'u b.
Awphpjwa, Untpp QGinwpn, Gplwb 2003, Lo
48-62:

4 3wjwuinwbh whnwlywb wpgbingltinb Ga
Owl GChywhnnp L EntipncGhG:

4 Wuwtiu hhwpyt dnnnyncpnb £ wywwndney,
uwluyG fuwspwnh dnw hpwlwlnid wj
nbpuwn £ thnpwanywé (1282p.) wyl dwuh,
pb wndwlp (wyuhlph fuwspwnp)
Ywhqbbgywé k hwlnilG Ipuntu Rphunnuh
wpjw0, Uwpquh L Gpw widniuGne hngnt L
dwnulh, L gpnipynlp wwndhpned k
tpynwwabihu hhptp Gpug, nu Uundwé k.
GnupwwannGtphG Yhhzh: Sk‘u U.
RPwiwlpwn, Iwjwuwnwl, pwnpb nwphg
thpGwnuwn, Gnlwh 2007, Lty 85:

4 Unwybjwant)l pipdwumnhdwlp +386 L,
OJwquantjlp® -256: nLbwéwaéyp dlned |
2nn9 4 wihu, tnwnpblwb wnbnnudbbph
thohl pwhwynipjntlp 400-60000 ,
pwpdpwitinGwihG gnuinid® Gppkdh 700-
800u0: Ybqbiinwwnhy 2powlh nknnnipynilp
190-210 on £:

46 NJhlp wnbnwlwyywé £ Ukdwdnph qbiinh
tnw, Gpluwbhg 35 Yo nbwh hwpwy, wjdd
pwnwph wytipwyGtpp qunGyntd GG
Upwpwunh dwpgnty:

47 Swnp hwiwwnhbgbpwlw funphpnwbhy t,
Yuwywd Yjwbph nt hwpnepjw(, GpyhGpnp,
Gnyhph ne wlnpwafuwphp Yuwnn
qunuthwph htwn: Gptipt pninp hha
pwnwpwynppnipyntGltinb nbbgb| GG
«wnhbigbpwluwi» L «yblwg» dwebiph Ywd
wlnwnObiph ywawnwadnclp, swnbphb
wnnpbint, Gpwbg gqnhwpbinnipynLGltn
dwwnnigbipnt, uppwqub wynipwywihb
nwdwntip Ywenigbint unynpntjpltin:

48 ownh wwwmwintlph yepwwnneybbpa Ga
ownrtipp 2nph Yuinplbpny, dwwwytabbpny
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Ywd pwayhbwybtipny qupnuwntijnt,
qbintiquwb0bGpnLd swnbp nL SwnhyGbp
Gyt nt, pphunnbbwlwb Swequpnwnp
wnnOh dwiwbwy hppl hdwynepyncl
Lltintignig opnhGywd Gjnintip tinLl tnwGbpnt
unynpnyypltipp: Iwjyulywb
dwjnwwwwinybpbbpnid b nupwpunwywb
wnybuwnntd Qwn tnwpwéeywé t
wnbiquylwjhb wundwénipynibGbbiph®
ytlwg dwnbpp pindGwynpbint witgnphy
wwnytpwininhyp: Mwhwwyb Ga
inbintYynipjnLGGep, np Undwydhpned bink) GG
unuhGtph uppwquwb wnipwybtp, npnGg
funphpnwynp untuwthyniGh dhongny
Juuwnwnpynid thG 82qphwn
qnipwlynipyncGatin:

Uwypnt (wjGwpéwly ywpunwdntGpwjhG
uppwquwl wnipwybbph dwuhb
hhwwnwynepyntGGbp Yub pnudbpwywb
«Ghlquiibi» wnbdntd, hniGwhendbwlw,
hpwlwyw, Swuwynbwlwh
uhGpnjwywlnipjwl, hGnywlw, shGulywb
wnpjnipGpnud: IpG PwpbipnGnLd
inwdwpw2hbnipjw 2hbwbynptiph dko
hwybntd thG dwjpni jnin, GohwwnwghGbnpb
hptiGg thwpwdnGGEphG hninwnpywynpnid
thG dwjpnig ywinpwunjwsd
uwnyndwqbbipnid, dwjphb npnehnbtiph
uppwquwb 6wnbphg 0GYG Ep, huy
Uundwéwbsnid Guw)jnt dwpquipnipjw
Ut wuynid £, np phuwnnuh dwppwanpéhs
untpp fuwswthwjnp ywnpwunywd whiinp
Lt thGh 4 uppwquwb 6wntiphg™ nwthlnig,
Gn@ntg, ununtg L dwjpnig: Uunduwéwynclsp
thwuwnntd £ Gul, np UnnndnG hbdwuwnntb
wppwl LhpwOwGhg ptpGp £ twihu
dwjphbtp L hpple uppwqu 2hGwbynep’
Jwnnignid Gpniuwntidh unipp lmwdwpp L
hptwywb Gwywwnnpdp: Gphgnn
Lwpbywgnt «Uwwnjwb Nnptipgnipjwb»
wnbuntd GnyyOwbu hwlnhwnid GOp dwjpnt
funphpnwGhazp:

28:5 Uwnununtd gpjwé k. «Uuindwédwyhb
Aw)lp mwwwntd £ dwyphGephG»: SYw
ntwpntd dwjphGtpp funphpnwbyned GG
wfuwphhy whpwlw| GEphG: UGY w)) nbin
qnpywé t, G20wphn hwjwwnwgjwip Gowa
LhpwGwGh dwypnib:

Lbpywyniiu htinnwgnunyned £ YGGnwbhGbph
Jwnpp, jwwnwnygnid G0 inGuwblw-
nwhwnwdGtin, 2powlw Showywjph
unGhwnnphGq, $inpwih b pwncbugh
hwpuwnwgdw 2nipe gnpénnnipynLbbtin:

Upqbiingh pniuwlwlnepynilp GEpluwjwbned
t putipndhwnbtiph L qtindhwnGtiph
hwpuwnntpjwip: Lubipndhwinbbpp (hnGwpbb
xeros’ snnw)hQ, phiton™ pniju) snpwjhl, ng
funGuwy Yrhdwjh wwjdwbbbpnid wdnn
pnyubinG GG, wyn pynid Yuywnniubbpp,

winbb L wy G: GEndhwnltpp (hniGwnkb geo
tpyhn, hnn, phiton™ pniju) pwqiwdjw
pnyubip G0, npnGg pnnpnoltipp qtitnGh tnwy
G0 pwqowlnd: GindhwinGtp GO
unfuntyltipp, 2nLpwGGEnp,
hndwwpnipwGGEpp, hhphyGtipp L wy G:

53 aunwbh ngfuwnh Juyph GwiuGhG

hwjyulwb dndnGa E, huy pGuwbh wyshap®
ptignwpywl wyép: Lpwhg pGwlwh
p2Gwuhbtpp quy G nt hndwaql GG:
Pgnwpywb wyép Iwyyuywh GrlGwfuwnhh
Ywnlglwywh 2ppwlbtiph pGwyhsbbnhg L,
pwbh np wjl hwyinGh £ Gk L wwwnybpybp
dwjnwwwwnybtipttpnid: PpnbGgbinwnywa
2nowlhg hwjnGh GG wysh
Guuwunntpwhunwywb ni 2w tnwwynphg
anLpwon wpdwbhybtp: Uydh dninhyp 2wwn
nwpwdwé b Gwiublwnwpwa fukigbintbh
qupnwlwfutipnid: «Phgnunjwl wjé»
whntlp wnwowgt) £ Yahnwlne puwgwnhy
wyb hwwnynepyntbhg, Gpp dwypwlwb Ywpny
Ytpwypynn ne hybtpp, Ywph hbwn nunncd
G0 Gwbl 066 pwOwynipjwip dwqgbp, npnGp
htiwinn, Yneinwlyytinyd YabnwahGtph
utnwinpuntl nwdé Yeph hwGpwjhh
fuinwbyniptiph hGwn, wpwowglned GG
Ynawncybtip® pignwntin: Uystiph
unwuinpuhg hwGwé phignwnbbipp
Lwylnptl ogunwgnpéyb G0 dnnnypnwywh
pdoynipjwl dbg: Phignwipjwl wyskpp
wwinwintlpwyihb YEGnwbhbbp G0 ok
hwjng GwfubGhGtph hwdwn L hhdGwhw
ukowiwulnipynib GG Yuginid
dwjnwwwwnytinGbpned: Uyu dwuhb wykih
Jwlpwiwub nb‘u «Ninunuwuwny pwdantd:

54 ppwlwlwh pGawnniép gpubgywé k

wOhGwnwgnn nbuwybtph Ywnpdhp gppntd,
huy GepYwyhu ngjwGEpny, Iwjwumwbned
Ulwgti| £ 5-8 plGawnynid: U)a 7 whqwi
wybiih nidtin £ dwpnnig L
witilwwpwaqwywq YtlnwbhGtphg atya k
hwdwpyncy:

5 Ywpuhp qppnid gpubgywé b

Swjwunnwbh whhtwnwgnn 2nipg 67
pnsOwwnbuwyGtin, nnnlGghg vhwjb 16-p°
wpagbipngnid: UGwnwneOtpned plwéncd Ga
wnséhybbp, whgnbin, dwybp, ul Yuwpwybtp,
pytip, updpwwnniin, lnwnpwybtp b
hnwnwGtin:

56 fjywgwinnip Upngyul, GpYytiph |hwlywnwn

dnnnjwont, VII hwwnnp, ko 43-44:

57 Gpp 0hplwnwpjwl wwwnithsGbpp gpnid GG

nltphG ytipg nGbint dwuh, hGswtu
onphGwy Ynpynclp Ywyd Yhpwynu
Qubdwybght, wwyw GpuGp
thnfuwpbipwlwb hdwuwinny GYwnh nLbthG



58 K. Ghafadarian, Sanahin Monastery and its
Records, Yerevan, 1957. The historian
Gandzaketsi erroneously ascribed the con-
struction of Sanahin monastery to Kurike
Bagratuni. See also, by the same author,
“Architectural Buildings and Stone Inscrip-
tions,” Yerevan, 1963.

59 |n Armenia, in addition to Sanahin, the
persecuted monks and clergymen also
founded Karmradzor, Kaput-kar, and
Horomavank churches. Kirakos Gandza-
ketsi, Armenian History from Gregory the
llluminator to date, 1265, pp. 79-80.

60 The Kotuk manuscript created here attests
to the history of the monastery, which is
now kept at the Matenadaran.

61 Mariam, Bavrina, and Rusugan were the
daughters of King Kurike Ill, the second
Rusugan was the aunt of Queen Tamar.

62 Comparative analysis of the distinctive ar-
chitectural features of the church allows to
date it as far back as 980.

63 About 500 clergymen served in Sanahin.
Therefore, the monastery had a rich collec-
tion of manuscripts. Only fifty books have
survived. The remainder was burnt and van-
dalized.-Facing the danger of enemy as-
saults, Sanahin and Haghpat manuscripts
were hidden in inaccessible caves. In 1873
manuscripts were rescued from caves by A.
Yertsian and Jalalian, and in 1959, by the
special expedition of the Matenadaran. A
determined researcher can find manuscript
fragments even today.

64 Currently the excavated pieces of pottery
are preserved at the History Museum of Ar-
menia.

8 H. Acharian, The Armenian Root Dictionary,
vol. IV, Yerevan, 1979, p. 170.

66 The Arghutian “Long Arm” princes acquired
this nickname in the Georgian and Mongol
courts owing to their victories. “Mkhar-
grdzeli” in Georgian, and “Arghut” in Mon-
golian means “long-armed”; later Sanahin
monastery was succeeded by this dynasty
until the proclamation of Soviet rule. The
Russians referred to them as the Argutinski.

57 The bridge is 6 meters long and 12.5 meters
in height. There are sculptures of wild cats,
one of which has a swastika, the symbol of
eternity and the Sun. Currently, the bridge is
used only by pedestrians in order to pre-
serve this unique piece of architecture.

68 Both Sanahin and Haghpat compounds are
fortified. St. Gregory the Illluminator and St.

Mary churches, the large and small atria, the
scriptorium, the free-standing three-storied
bell-tower, the chapel, and the refectory
turned into an oil-press in the 19" century
(missing in Sanahin), water springs, and the
princely sepulchers at wall corners, are
grouped around the main St. Nshan church
(in Sanahin, the main church is Amenapr-
kich Katoghike.)

69 Khachatur Abovian, The Wounds of Arme-
nia, Yerevan,1975.

0 Fortresses named Smbataberd also existed
in Greater Hayk and Cilicia.

71 The historical Vayots Dzor or Yeghegiats
Dzor is another form of the name Yeghegis
or Yeghegik, perhaps a shorter version of
Yeghegnadzor. See V. Hovhannissian, Ar-
menian Fortresses, Venice St-Lazaro, 1970,
p. 365.

72 Gh. Alishan, Sisakan, Venice, 1893, p. 148.
However, H. Kajberuni wrote that it was
wrong to assume that Tsakhatskar and
Yeghegik are the same. He is the one who
named the fortress Smbataberd.

73 Gh. Alishan, Sisakan, Venice, 1893, p. 148

74 A. Jalalenats, A Journey to Greater Armenia,
Part B, Tpkhis, 1858, p.151

75 Gh. Alishan, Sisakan, Venice, 1893, p. 205

76 H. Yeghiazaryan, Cultural Monuments of Az-
izbekov region, Yerevan, 1955, p. 52

77 Asoghik, Universal History, St Petersburg,
1885, p.176

78 L. Khachikyan, The Memaoirs of the
Armenian Manuscripts of the 14 century,
Yerevan, 1950

7 H. Yeghiazaryan, Cultural Monuments of
Azizbekov region, Yerevan, 1955, p. 11

80 S, Orbelyan, The History of Sisakan,
Yerevan, 1986

81 Prehistoric sites were also unearthed in
Khndzoresk.

82 Khndzoresk history was mainly described
by the historian Stepanos Orbelian. Sero
Khanzadian also wrote a beautiful historical
novel, Mkhitar Sparapet. Such authors as
Raffi and Suren Aivazian have left behind
memoirs about Khndzoresk. Arkady
Tsaturian of Khndzoresk in his books,
“Smokes” Yerevan, 2006 and “Khndzoresk
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is Laughing,” offers a detailed description
of the local people. Khndzoresk was

also immortalized in the paintings of
Martiros Sarian, Haik Rukhkian and Edward
Isabekian.

These rug designs are named after
Khndzoresk. See V. Azatyan, Armenian
Carpets, Yerevan 1986, p 5.

As of 2007, there are 1,920 people in the
village. See, http://ru.wikipedia.org,
http://www.worlt-gazetteer.com

Kretatsi’s description is quoted from V.
Hovanissian’s book, Armenia’s Strongholds,
Venice, St Lazzaro, 1970, p. 399.

V. Hovanissian, Armenia’s Strongholds,
Venice, St. Lazzaro, 1970, p. 398.

Ibid, p. 398.

Arkady Tsaturian, “Khndzoresk is Laughing”
Yerevan, 2006.

Stalactite and stalagmite derive from the
Greek word ZtaAaktitng, meaning drip. They
were first used by Danish Naturalist Olao
Worm. Stalagmites grow from the floor as
opposed to the Stalactites that hang. They
are both formed when minerals like calcium
carbonate precipitate out of dropping water.
Carbon dioxide outgases from the water,
which raises the pH and leads to the precip-
itation of calcium carbonate. The water
drops crystallize and solidify over time.

As to where the body of St Gregory the
llluminator buried, is still a mystery. It is said
that parts of his remains lay in every church
that he has built, which have eventually
carried the name St Gregory the llluminator.
There are churches with his name in almost
all monastic complexes. The fact that the
remains of G. the llluminator are in Tatev is
a legend told by the people of this village.

Engraved on the church are the faces of
Prince Ashot, Shushan, Grigor and Tsagik.

S. Orbelyan, History of Sisakan, Tiblisi,
1911, p. 224.

Multiple enemies such as Seljuk-turks,
Mongol-Tatrs, Persians, attacked Tatev after
hearing about its wealth. But by not discov-
ering riches they understood that the most
cherished wealth of the Armenians were
their scripts, and hence burned them or
hurled them in the Vorotan River. Attacks
were also made by local sects in 1003.
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htipwOnuntp)niln:

%8 Nwdwnwpwb Y., UwbwhGh Jubpp L Gpw
wpdwbOwagpnepyntbGGbipp, Gplwa, 1957:
Muwwnvhs Uphpwynu GuGdwytghl
UwbwhhGh Ywrnignidp ufuwpdwdp
ytpwanntd £ Yniphyt Pwgpwinnclnib: Stu
Gwb Gnuyb henhGwyh “ApxutekTypHble
COOPYXEHUSI U HAaAMUCK Ha KaMHsX,”
EpesaH, 1963 wpfuwwnnipnilp:

59 Julwlwabobph L pwhwlwbbph hwjwoéjwy
funtdpp UwGwhhGhg pwgh Iwjwunwbned
hhdGwnnpned £ Gub Ywpdpwaénph,
Ywuwntinpwph, Inendwywbph
tytintghGtpp: Yhpwynu Qwbdwybgh,
«Iwiwnnwn ywwndnipintld phgnp
Lniuwynpshg dhGsk okip optipp™ 1265p.», Lty
79-80:

80 Juilph wwwndntpjwl dwuhb E ywwndnid
wjlwnbn huy unbinéywé «Bnpniy»
atinwghpp, NG wjdd wwhyned £ Uwpwnngh
wlijwl UwnbOwnwpwlnLd:

8" Uwphwdp, PwyphOwl L Mntuniqulp
pwauwynp Yjniphqgb G-h nniuwnpbinb 6o, huy
Gjntu Nnigniqwilp’ wnphybbph dnp’
fQwiwp pwagnthnt hnpwpntjpp:

82 Lpywyniiu whnywé fubigbintG GonipGhpp
wwhyntd 60 Iwjwunwbh ywwndnipjwb
whnwlwb pwbgwpwbniy:

63 3. Udwnjwa, Iwytiptl wpdwwnwywb
pwnwpw, h. 1V, plwG, 1979, ty 170:

84 EpYuw)Gwpwanty-UpnnipjuGGEna wyn
Gwywbnilp unwgt| G0 ypwgwywh b
UnGnniwywb wppntOhpnid hrgwyytiny
hptiGg hwnpwOwyGtpny: Ypwgbntb
Ufuwpgnatih k£, huy «wpnnip» dnGnniGtph
Ltayny Gwlwyned £ GphwyGwpwanty, L
htwnwaquw)nLd wju tnnhdh0 ywwnywb
dwnwlgntpynth £ aGnid UwGwhhGh JubGpp
pGnhniw dhGsk lunphpnwyhG Iwjwuwtwbh
hnswyniip: Nnulbiph Ynnuhg Gpwhp
Yngytip GG UpgniinhGuyhbtn:

85 GYtintignt Swpunwpwwbnwlwh
wnwGdGwhwwynipyntGGtph
hwibiwwnwlwh hGwnwgnunepynilp pnuyp k
wnwihu wyb pywagnpty OnejGhuy 980pp.:

86 YwOwhhbnwd swnwyjti GG 2nipe hhbg
hwpjntp hnglnpwywG, hGnbwpwp Jubph
nLGbp dGnwaghp dwwnjwbGtph hwpniuwn
hwywpwént, uwlwyb wyuop vkq hwub £
Uhwjb hhuntG ophGwly: UGwgwoép wynybp
GG L ngGswgytip: @20wdhGEph
hwpdwyniaGbph Juwbgh dwiwbwy
UwlwhhGh L 3wnwuwwnh dGrwagntiph
nddwpwiwwskih pwpuinnglbinb thG
2nowlwph whdwyGbpp b pwpwjnlbpp:
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1873p. wyptiphg dtnwanptip hwob £ Uy
Gphgywlp, www Awiwywbgp, 1959.
Uwuwnblwnwpwbh hwwnnty
wpwywfuncipp: Iwdwn thGupnnp ntn
wyuon k| hwuwmwin Ygunbh dwnywGGEnh
wwwnwrhybbp:

87 Guiinipoh GpywnnipyniGp 60 L,
pwpénpnipyntlp™ 12.50: Ywb Juwjph
JuuwnntGbph pwlnwyGtp, Gpubghg dkyh
Ynw thnpwagnywé k Gwl hwdbpdnipjwl b
wnbh funphpnwGh ujwunhluwG: Ujuop
Juinipony whglnid G0 dhwyb hGnhnunb
wwhwwbbnt hwdwp wyn pwgwehy
Ytpundwdépn:

88 h(swbtiu UwGwhhGh, wjOwbu £ Iwnwwuwnh
hwiwhpGbpp Wwpuwwwwwn GG: Up.
Qphagnp, up. Uundwéwéha tytntighGtnp,
L6 L thnpp quyhpGtipp, dwnbbGwnwpw-
qpwwnntlp, dwdwwnniOp, Gpbp
hwplywpwdhGGbpny wnwOdhb Yuwbqlwé
qulqwlwuwnntlp L XIX nwpnid dhphwbh
Ybpwoywd ubnwbwuinniGp (UwbGwhhGned
sqw), wnpynipGbpp, wwphuw@tiph
wbyni0Gbph h2luwbGwyw
nwwwlwwnbbpp fudpwynpyws GO
hwdwihph qifuwynp® up. Lpwh GYEnkgne
2npop (UwGwhhbned g fuwdnp Gytintight
UdkGwthpyhs Ywpnnhykh k):

89 lywswwnnip Upngjwl, «dbpp Iwjwunnwbh»
hGpnuwwwwnnd, 6plwb,1975:

70 Qwuwnnpbb Udpwinwpkipn Yud
Udpwwnwlw wojwip wipngbbip (Yiwa
GnijG ptipn0 t) tnbp G0 Pwpép Iwypntd,
Ujntbhpntd L Uhhyhwyned:

T Mwwndwlwb dwyng 2np Jwd Entiqjug
&nnG £, huy Bntighup wd Bntighpp
hwywlwpwp GntiqGwdnph Ypdwn
wnwnppbipwyl £ Stu 4. IndhwGbhujw,
Swjwuwnwbh ptipnbpp, Y6GGwnhy-Unipp
Nwqun, 1970, ko 365:

72 0., UlhpwG, Uhuwwa, dkGkwnhy, 1893, kp
148: Uwluwyh 3. RwepbpniGhb qpb £, np
ufuwy t GnejGwglOb Swiuwgpwpp b
Gntighpp: pwnwph wipngp Udpwwnwptbipn
wOjwayb) t Gpw Ynndhg:

73 1. UrhpwG, Uhuwwa, dk0kwnhy, 1893, kp
148:

74 U. Qwwbwhg, dwlwwwphnpaniphtl h
U660 Iwywunwlb, dwul P, Sthfuhu, 1858, Lty
(54

75 0. Urhow0, Uhuwlw(, 4kGEwnhYy, 1893, ty
205:

6 3. nhwqwpjwa, Ughgptynyh 2ppwlh
Ynipinnipwgh hnpwpdwGGtpp, Gplwb
1955, tp 52:

77 Uunnhy, Mwwndntpnil inhptigbipwlwa,
UwGlywn Mbwnbppnipg 1885, kp 176:

78 L. vwshyywa, ¢ nwph hwybpta
dtinwagnpbipnh hhpwwnwlwpwbObp, Gpbwb
1950:

3. bnhwqwpwa, Ughgptyndh 2powbh
Yncpnnepwih hnpwpéwGtpp, Gplwb
1955, tp 11:

80 Uinbithwlnu Oppbigwa, «Uhuwlwbh
wwwndntpyntly», Gpluwb 1986:

81 fJuGénpbuyncd hwunnwwnwanyt| GG
GnyGhuy GwfuGwnwpyw hGuywjpbip:

82 lyOdnptiuyh wwwndnipjnilp hhdGwlywbned
GepYuwjwgnt) E wwwnidhs Unbithwinu
Oppbiywlp: 9kntghy wwwniwybw nilh
qnnn Utipn uwGqunwp, np Ynsyned k
Ufuhpwp Uywpwwtin: vGadnptiuyh dwuhb
hhawwnwynipjntlGhtip GG pnnt| qpnnbtip
NMwHdh L Uniptb Uydwayubp:
fuGanptuygh Upywnh Swwnnipjwbp
uGanptuyh dwuhlb wpdtipwynn
ntintynpynLGGEnG nL intinwghGtiph
dnwonnnipjwl wnwbdbGwhwwnyne-
pynL00ENG £ GEpjuywglnud hp «Ontfu
Sfuwbh» Gpluwl, 2007 L «OhSwnnid k
fuGanptuyp» Gplwd, 2006 gpptipney:
huGanptuyl hptibg Yunwybbpned
whdwhwgntp G0 Uwpunphpnu Uwpywap,
Swyy Mncfulywp, Endupn buwpbyjwbn:

8 Ujn gnpqbinl wjuop wntinh waniGny hwynGh
G0 npwbu luGénptuly gnpabip: luGanpbuynid
qnngbip gnpétipnt hhpwwnwynipjwb
wnpynipp nb‘u 4 Uquiinywl, Iwjyuywb
qnpqbin, GpluwG 1986, to 5:

8 Upbinwgnt GwpwapnipjnlGGbpp
utoptpywé G0 4. IndhwbGhujwbh gppntd,
Rwjwuwnwbh ptipnbpp, 460Gnhy-Unipp
Awqup, 1970, tp 399):

852007p. myjwGtpny qjninb ntGh 1920
pGwyhs: St'u http://ru.wikipedia.org,
http://www.worlt-gazetteer.com:

8 InyhwObhuyw Jd. Jwjwunwbh pbipntpp,
JtGEwnhY-Unipp Qwquip, 1970, ty 398:

87 LniyG nbnnLy, ty 398:

88 Upywnh Swwninipjwl, «Ohéwnnid k
fuGanptulypy, Gpluwb 2006p, Ly 5:



94 During the course of its history, Tatev suf-
fered immensely from the numerous earth-
quakes with an average magnitude of 7-8 of
the Richter scale. These are the recorded
dates of such natural disasters 735, 1136-
1137, 1138, 1295, 1309, 1319, 1321, 1407,
1622, 1657, 1679, 1840, 1931, and 1968.
The complex was restored in the 1970s. The
floor tiling of the main church was poorly re-
constructed during these restoration works.

9 Today, the monastery of Sanahin faces simi-
lar dangers of being destroyed.

9% Grigor Tatevatsi (1346-1409) is the most
distinguished Armenian philosopher of the
medieval times who, about three hundred
years before Martin Luther, wrote his Cate-
chesis, Haysmavourk, which is a doctrinal
manual in the form of questions followed by
answers to be memorized.

97 Khachik Dashtents, The Call of Plowmen

% |n Armenian popular folk tales, the motive of
asking God for wings in a desperate situa-
tions is quite common.

99 The Throne Letter is the document, in which
the seats around the king’s dining table for
high noble clans are defined, according to
protocol and to the hierarchy of kin.

NOTE: some translations of book titles from
Armenian or Russian may not be exact.
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8 Utnwiwlwnhwin L utnwjwqihwn inkpdhGGtpp
hnLOwptl® ZTaAakTitng pwnhg,
pwpgiwlwpwn Gawlwyned £ «ywphp» b
wnwohl whgwd pnowbwnnipjw Uk k
nnb nwGhwgh Guwnipwihun Opwn
dnpdp: Rwnb wyn gnjwgnipintGbtipp oph
2nowlwniwl Ywphiwjhb dLbnb GG, npnlp
wanned G0 Ypwpwnh dpw, wstuwppnt
qugh dwulwygnipjwip phuhwywhb
ntwlyghwjh hGnbwbpny whowwnyned k
Yuwihned YuppnOwinp b Ynennwyybind oph
JwphGbph ypw® pjnipbinwnid, wylnwbnid
nL hwqwpwynp tnwphGtph plGpwgpntd
Yuphtp Ywehth ypw Yninwlydting® 6Gnilin
nw|hu pwpwbdwybbinh ququwpltnhg
nbiwh gwé Ywfuynn unwiwlnhwn-
uwngwntwatnhb, huy unwiwagdhnbtpp
hwlwnwyp, gnjwlncd G0 pwpwbdwybtph
hwwnwyhg" ujntbtiph Gowa dqytiiny nbwh
ytin® unwjwyinhinbbpht pnwnwy:
Unwjwywinhwnbbipp L unwiwqihwnbbpp
UhwuhO dLwynpnid GG unnwwquGunGbipp,
nn hwidwfu thnfuwpbpwywb hdwuwnny
wbdwaynio G0 «hwybipd uppwhwpObin»:

% @b npwuntin £ hpwlwnid pwnywé Gphgnn
Lncuwynphsp 0has opu hwjinGh sk: Uuncd
G0, np Gpw dwpohOp dwulwunt) GG L
GwuntGpbinp pwnb hp huy hhdlGws
tytintighGtph hhipbpniy, npnGp
htwnwaquw)ntd Ynsyby GG up. Gphgnp
Lncuwynphs: PpwlulnegyniGG wyG t, np
Lntuwynpsh wadwip Gytntghbbp Yuwa
hwjywywh gptipt pnpnp Julwywb
hwdw|hpbtinph Yuqgdncd: Uh pwlh
nbinwywynptph ybpwpbipjw) GnyGwbu
wuwwnuintd &G, np htlg wynwuntin GO
wdthnthtip hwyng hnqunp wnwohG hnyuh:
Swplintd LntuwynpshG Ywd Gpu
Gwuntbptipp pwnbipnt ybipwptipyjup
wwwnintd £ dnnnynipnp:

K

Gutintignt Upw thnpwapywé ta Upnwn
hzfuwGh L Gniawlh, Gphanph L Qwahyh
nhdwpwnwyGtnp:

92 Unbithwlnu Oppbiywl, Mwwndnip)nLl
GwhwbghG Uhuwlwa, @hdihu 1911, o
224:

9% Swplh ypw hwpdwyyt| G0 ubonLy-
pnLpptinp, dnlnn|-pwpwnltipp,
wuwnuhybtpp, npnbp (ubi| thG Swplp
hwpuwnnipynLGGbph dwuhG, pwjg
hpwlwlnid nuyh-wpdwp squnbbiny,
hwuluwghb, np hwyng quGétpp Gpwhg
atinwantinG &0, L wwnwnnipyntlhg
Npnunwbh qtinG GG pwitht] Ywd hpnbhbp
hwyng dwwnywGGbpp: Swplh ypw
hwpdwyyb| L ywlpp wnob &G Gwl

nbnulwl wnwbnwynpwywh awndnwibbtiph

dwiwhwy (1003p.):

148 urghgh Thypnalkkp

% hn wwwninipjwl pGpwgpntd Swelp
pwaqiwyh nnudb £ Ynpéwlbwnpwnp
tinypwawndltinhg, npnlip thohlp tinti| G
7-8 pw hgnpnipjwdp: Mwlg
JhdwlywannipyntGl wyuwhuhb t. 735p.,
1136-1137pp., 1138 p., 1295 p., 1309 p.,
1319 p., 1321 p., 1407 p., 1622 p.,

1657 p., 1679 p., 1840 p., 1931 p., 1968 p.:
Swdwihpp ypwywbqlyt £ 1970-
wlwabbphb: dbpwlywbqbiwl wpfuwwnwp-
Gtph dwiwbwy pwwn whhwonn t wpJwd
qlfuwdnp Gltntignt uwwhwwnwyp:

9% tywishl Qwpwntbg, Nwbswywnbbph Ywhsp:

9% @ nquiwb nt ngGswbwint yinwlgh wnwy
uhLOnt)0 wwwndwreny wyuop Ywlglwé
UwGwhhGh quGpn:

97 Qphgnp Swpliwght (1346-1409)
uhobwnwnjwh dkéwant)b thhihunthw t,
np UwnwnhG Ljnptiphg Unun tiptip hwpynip
nwph wnwy gntip £ hp Ywwnwfuhghup®
«3wyudwyntppp», npl puwn knepjwb
wunywoéwpwlwlywb vEYGnnwywa
hwpgniywwnwufuwGGeph dnnnjwdéne k:

8 3wy dnnnypnh $nilnpnd,
nwpdjwoépbbtinnid L htphwpbbpnid Jwwn
nwnpwdwd E wbbwbbh npnipjwb Gy
Uuwnénig plbip fulinptipnt dninhdp:

% Quhbwiwyp wylb hwunwpntnpl £, npnLd
uwhdwGyned tp pwpdpwuinhdw
hzruwbwlwb tnnhdtiph Gunwwnbintipp
pwaqwynph utinwbh 2nLpy, pun
wppwjwlwb wpwpnnwlwnpgh YwanGbtph
L h2fuwGwlwb wnnhth YupbnpnepjwG:





